




Trapped ships are Worth $400m 




H __ 


BAGHDAD (R) — A IJoyds London underwriter said on Mon- 
day 74shij^ trapped in the ShattAlArab waterway between Iran 1 
audlraq because et fee Gulf war had an aggregrate insured value 
of S400 raSiion. By contrast; GAf. Loveday of Mark Loveday 
imdcnwitmg agencies said, 15 ships trapped in the Suez Canal in 
1956 weisworfh $30 miUioa. ‘'I have no doubt that the losses in 
die Shaft A1 Arab wiH go down in the history books of Lloyds,” 
Mr. Loveday told the first session of an international conference 
on -war rids insurance. Iraqi Hist Deputy prime Minster Taha 
Yassin Ramadan said Tran mnst bear, the re sponsibility for huge 
losses incurred by some insurance companies due to its insistence 
cm war. He said Iran had blocked all efforts to obtain the release of 
the ships in the waterway since the Golf conflict erupted in Sep- 
tember 1980. 



An incfei 


Dumas, envoys discuss hostages 


PARIS (R) — French External Relations Minister Roland 
Dumas on Monday summoned three special envoys to discuss 
efforts to secure the release of French hostages in Lebanon. The 
three were dispatched urgently to the Middle East after extremists 
in Beirut announced two weeks ago they had “executed” one of 
four hostages held for a year. Another four, from a French tel- 
evision network, were seized nine daysago. Mr. Dumas told 
reporters he would meet French Ambassador to Tunis Eric Rou- 
leau, who according to diplomatic sources left Tehran on Sunday 
after three days of informal folks with Iraniab officials. Mr. 
Dumas also said he . would meet special envoy Sjtrge Boidevaix, 
who held talks last weekend wife Lebanese President Amin Gem- 
ayel, and Roving Ambassador Henri Servant, reported to have 
delivered a message to Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad. 
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King confers 
with Rifai 


: -~ vT AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
Xiag Hussein on Monday paid a 
visit to the Prime Ministry and 
Conferred with Prime 
Zaid Rifai. 


H; 

India 


Prince Mohammad 
visits security unit 


:’'; r AMMAN (Petra) — 'His- Royal 
. - -. ’ 'Highness Prince Mohammad, me 
-- / personal representative of His 
W-Majesty Kh ig Hussein, on Mon- 
day; visited the security and pro- 
_ ' ^tection unit at Queen Aha Int- 

7‘i feemational Airport and listened to 
''•'-a briefing by the unit’s com- 
rirander on the duties and tasks erf 
the nnit. 

"edtJiij 

> Prince Hassan meets 
African bank chief 


- • .-AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
-- Highne ss Crown Prince Hassan 
- .. received at fee Royal Court on 
Monday Mr. Oiadfi Iyari, pre- 
... isMentcf fee Arab Bank for too- 
. ^ . Domic Development in Africa. 

- The Crown Prince and Mr. Iyari 
discussed fields of cooperation 

- ' between Jordanian institutions 
- . and fee bank. Mr. Iyari is cur- 

..." ready chairing meetings of the 
• ’ • . »ink which began here on Sun- 
day. 
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Arafat to . 
visit Yugoslavia 




BELGRADE (AP) — PLO lea- 
der Yasser AfctffctwiH visit Yujp- 


-"news agency reported Monday. 
^ The chairman of fee Palestine 


• rs- liberation Organisation is to pay 
'--“an official and friendly visit," - 
" ■ said Tan jug. The dispatch did not 
give dates. The PLO has full dip- . 
...-cfomatic status in Yugoslavia. 


Ariane launch 
preparations continue 


. - M ' 

‘ ?ARIS (R) — Preparations for 
Wednesday’s launch of a Eur- 
. opcan Ariane-3 rocket wife two 
. telecommunications satellites on 
* board continued on scheduled on 
J. Monday with all systems reported 
' normal, .an Aiianespace spo- 
^ kesmansaiL The flighf comes less 
'than two months after fee US. 
■ shuttle disaster which indefinitely 
' grounded the shuttle programme, 
1 leaving Ariane as fee only com- 
merdal sate! Etc launcher in ope- 
• ration. The launch was due to have 
taken place cm Mach 12 but was 
delayed twice, _ • 


Rightists gain thin 
majority in France 


PARIS (Agencies) — French voters have 
rendered a mixed verdict on five years of 
socialism, ousting the left from power in the 
National Assembly but giving the main con- 


laid out during the campaign. 

‘The French have chosen a new 
majority. They have, therefore, 
chosen a new politic" said a joint 
statement by the uew-Ganffist 
Rally for me Republic (RPR) 


servative parties only a slight majority with 


which to carry out their programme. 


Hopes for a massive r^tist vic- 
tory in Sunday's elections were 
derailed by fee unexpectedly 
powerful showing of the extreme 
right National Front, which had 
campaigned hard on anti- 
immigration and law and order 
issues, playing on French worries 
about jobs ana crime. 

Prune Minster Laurent Fabius 
offered to resign after fee Rig- 
htists scraped to the paper-thin 
victory. 

“I am at your disposal to offer 
you my resignation and that of my 
government at fee moment yon 
judge opportune" the 39r 
year-okl prone minister said in a 
letter to President Francois Mit- 
terrand. ■ 

The letter was released by fee 
presidential palace after a 90- 
minute, meeting between Mr. Mit- 
terrand and Mr. Fabins, who took 
over as head of government in July 

1984. 

There was no word an the pre- 
sident's reply, but political ana- 
lyse noted tbaifbnner Prime Min- 
ister Raymond. Barre used fee 
samie fohnuiam 1978 and 


to choose a new prime minister 
acceptable to fee new National. 
Assembly, which is now dom- 
inated by fee GauIHst RPR, its all- 
ies in fee centre-right UDF and a 
handful of independents. 

Itis tiie first tune in fee 28 years 
of fee Fifth Republic that a pre- 
sident has had to work with a hos~ 


ran on a jomt platform. 

'This new politic can only be 
applied by a prime minis ter and 
government (prepared) to put into 
action, without compromise or 
concessions,’' fee objectiveeof the 
RPR-UDF platform. It said Mr. 
Mitterrand’s choice- for premier 
should have fee approval of fee 
majority. 

French commentators said this 
appeared to be an attempt to 


tile parliament, raisingthe pro- block any effort by Mr. Mitterrand 
spcct of political instability or sta- to name anyone other than RPR 


letnate until Mr. Mitterrand's 
term runs oat in 1988. 

Attention vs now focused on 
whom fee-president wflJ choose to 
head fee government and whether 
the president and new premier will 
be able to work together. 

The main conservative gro- 
uping issued a statement saying 
fee new prinre minster must be 
prepared to enact policy changes 


President and Paris Mayor Jac- 
ques Chirac, or possibly former 
President and UDF leader Valery 
Giscard cTEstaing, as p rime min- 
ister "ince the RPR forms the lar- 
gest part of the new parliamentary 
majority, Mr. Chirac would then 
be fee heavy favourite for the 
post. 


(Contioned on page 3) 




days until a new government was 
fanned. 


^Mr. Fab ins' move appeared des- 
igned to give Mr. Mitterrand time 


PARIS QR) — Party standings in seats won in Sunday's legislative 
elections. They cover 575 of the 577 seats elected hi metropolitan 
France and its overseas possessions. The remaning two deputies, 
representing Safest Pierre et Miquelon and Waffis et Fotnna, wffl be 
chosen fa a nm-off next Sunday. 


Sodaflsts i98 
Cbmmomsts3S r 
MRG cadre left 7 
Other kft 10 


RPR Gmffist 150 
BBF centre rightm 
National Ftopt 33 
Other right 14 '* 
Extreme right 1 


Swede 
charged as 
accomplice 
in Palme 
murder 


Spain to deport 
., & iwo Lebanese convicts 


.<4 K 


MADRID (AP) —Two Lebanese 
convicted of an attack on a Libyan 
v diplomat could be released from a' 
- Spanish prison and returned to 
. Lebanon in two months, the daily 
' El Pasaaid Monday. Quoting an 
. unnamed high official, fee new- 
" - spaper said the government was 
looking to see how it could expel 
if' Mcfeamnad Rahal, 22, and Mns- 
tafa Kfialil, 24, under a new alien 

* law. The two were convicted by a 

• Spanish court for fee October 
./• 1984 attack ou a LBryan diplomat 
r- and sentenced to 23 years in pri- 

son. 
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STOCKHOLM (R) — A Swedish . 
public prosecutor on Monday dia- 
lled a man arrested last week with 
being an accomplice in the ass- - 
assinatiou of Prime Minister Olof . 
Palme , Swedish Radio reported. 

The 32-year-old man, des- 
cribed by Ms lawyers as a Swede 
wife strong right-wing views and a 
strong antipathy to Mr. Palme, 
was formally charged at a Sto- 
ckholm court. - - 

The radio quoted Public Pro- 
secutor K.G. Svensson as saying 
suspicions had intensified against 
fee man mid. he would remain in 
custody while investigations con- 
tinued.. 

Farther details were expected, 
to be announced at a news con- 
ference by Stockholm police chief 
Hans Hohner. 

Mr. Hokner said at fee weekend 
that the suspect could not account 
for his movements on Feb. 28, the 
night Mr. Palme was shot dead as 
-he walked home from a city-' 
centre cinema wife fiis wife Lisbet 
The man’s lawyers said he was 
innocent. 

The man was not named in fine 
wife Swedish legal practice. 

Mr. Holmer said the man had 

tried unsuccessfully to flag down a 
car on a street soon after the mur- 
der. He then went' into a cinema 
long after fee performance sta- 
rted. ’ • ■ 

“Everything gives fete imp- 
ression that he was naming a- 
way,” the police chief said. 

He added that the suspect, had - 
on several occasions been known 
to make threatening remarks 
about Mr. Palme, Sweden’s Social ‘ 
Democratic prune minister for 'll; 
of fee-last 17 yeah. 

The public prosecutor’s sta- 
tement said a search of the man’s 
home had shown dearly that be 
was hostile to fee slain premier. . - 

“According to one witness, fee 
man made remarks in a telephone 

call in February to tire effect that 
"Palme was on fee death fisf and 
‘blood would flow on the streets of 
Stockholm’,” the statement said. 

It added that the suspect could 
not produce an aHbi for fee eve- 
ning in question mid had changed 
his story several times. 


Syria pledges continued 
efforts for hostage release 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria on 
Monday pledged to continue eff- 
orts to win the safe release of 
French hostages in Lebanon, but 


it migh t know their whereabouts. 

“Syria, in principle... is against 
terrorism ana abanction of inn- 
ocent people and will continue to 
make efforts to free the hostages 
and secure their safety, within its 
capabilities,'' Damascus Radio 
said. 

The radio was responding in a 
commentary to what it called “int- 
ensive talk" about the hostages 
prior to Sunday's French general 
elections. Itsakl fee link between 
fee hostage issie and fee elections 
was k ‘paxtof the pohtical game and 
party competition in France.” 

It said Syria’s name had been 
thema 


abused in the matter “in bad faith, 
by some people who intended to 
damage Syria’s reputation in 
French and world pifelic opinion.” 
‘ “Syria... is against the kid- 
napping of journalists and dip- 
lomats. the radio said. “It mai- 
ntains that just causes do not req- 
uire unjust means. Their victory 
does not necessitate abduction 
and killing of unarmed people." 

The' radio said Syria dif- 
f ermtiated between terrorism and 
“national resistance against occ- 
upiers and aggression,” a .ref- 
erence to fee Pales tinian straggle 


against Israel. 

'.‘This (Palestinian) resistance is 
legal and essential, just as was 
French resistance against Nazi 
occupation,” the commentary 
said. 

It said Syria had helped on sev- 
eral occasions in efforts to free, 
kidnapped people and in the case 
of the French hostages had “pla- 
yed a positive role, which is well- 
known to fee French president 
and -bis government.” 

“If th^e'efibrts have not led yet 
to thp release of hostages who are 
still alive, this is not because of 
Syria but of some circumstances of 
which France is quite aware " the 
radio said, without explanation. It 
added: 

“Syria, will continue to share 
efforts being made to create cir- 
cumstances and conditions feat 
would facilitate fee hostage fre- 
edom process. Tine... feat Syria 
has moral influence in Lebanon 
and presence in some Lebanese 
areas, but it does not exist in every 
Lebanese town, village or farm. 

“Its presence in Lebanon is not 
equal and cannot be compared 
wife fee French presence in Fra- 
nce. If fee French authorities have 
failed in their hunt for wanted 
French terrorists in France, it is 
unfair to suggestfet Syria is able to 
discover thefiench hostages’ loc- 
ation in Lebanon.” 


Howe explains British 
rejection of nuclear freeze 


LONDON (Agencies) — British 
Foreigp Secretary Sir Geoffrey 
Howe bn Monday dismissed fee 
latest Soviet proposals on freezing 
Britain’s independent nuclear 
determent as a bogus bid to achieve 
unilateral advantage. 

In fee first authoritative and 
public explanation of Britain’s 
rejection of Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev's Jan. * 15. proposals, 
Mr.Howe said Moscow was trying 
to pressure Britam into giving op 
any . credible deterrent. 

" away Britain's det- 


modernisatbn of their own non- 
American-op«rated nndear ars- 
enals. 

“The new set of conditions is... 
bogus,” Mr.Howesaid.'Ttisahkl 
for unlitatmJ advantage” 

Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher rejected fee Soviet proposal 

in a letter delivered to Moscow on 

March 10. The following day she 
told parliament: “It is essential 
that we keep our independent 
deterrent audit is not a deterrent 
unless it is modernised.” 

A Soviet commentator sug- 


«nW-—for that is what fee Gor- ■ gested on Monday feat U £. Pre- 
badievconcfitionscrf 15 Jan.amo- sident Ronald Reagan’s rwpon* 


nut to — would not be giving 
peace but war a better chance," 
Mr. Howe told a lunch for foreign 
and British reporters. 

Mr. Gofeadtev -proposed the 
rffimhatio n of all iotenneffiate- 
range nidearmisales in Europe. 
Hk proposal mdnded. the con- 
<fitioQ feat France and Britain halt 


to kfostxm’s extension of its uni- 
lateral moratorium on . nuclear 
tests is unlikely to lead to a sup- 
erpower accord halting tests. 

Agreement on a nuclear test 
ban is one Issue the Soviets have 
singled out as a way to promote 
quick accord on a datej for fee oeart 
superpower summit 


Sir John Glubb ‘Pasha’ dies at 88 


MAYFIELDr* England (Age- 
ncies) — Sir John Bagot Glubb, 
former commander of fee Arab 
Legion, died at his home in sou- 
thern England on Monday, his 
family said. He was 88. 

His Majesty King Hussein sent 
a cable of condolences to fee 
Glubb family, expressing grief at 
the death of Sir John. 

In his cable. King Hussein said 
Sir John was a prominent ouLitaiy 
leader “who spent a significant 
part of his military fife in Jordan 
and contributed to fee foundation 
of the Jordanian Arab Army.** 

As commander of fee Arab 
legion, the predecessor to fee 
.Jordanian Armed Forces, Sir John 
built up one of the strongest forces 
in the Middle East and earned the 
title “Pasha’’ — a mark of high 
respect conferred on him by IBs 
Majesty King Abdullah Ibn Hus- 
sein, grandfather of King Hussein. 

A colourful figure. Sir John was 
famous for his sense of style and 
fee bright Arab headresses be 



Sir John Glubb 

used to wear. He spoke fluent 
Arabic and was an expert in Mid- 
dle East culture. 

In 1956 he was relieved of dut- ' 
ies as Arab Legion Commander. 
He returned to England, withdrew 
from public life and devoted much 
of his time to writing and Jecmring 
ou Jordan and the Palestinians. 


He had been ill for some time 
before be died, the family said. 

A statement issued by the Jor- 
danian embassy in London said 
the news of Sir John’s death was 
received wife "great sadness and 
sorrow." 

' “Glubb Pasha was a soldier of 
the highest calibre and a military 
man of great efficiency,” the sta- 
tement said. “ He was held in great 
regard and hi g h esteem among his 
fellow Jordanian soldiers and was. 
greatly admired by the Jordanian 
leadership.*’ 

“His contribution in organising 
the Jordanian armed forces for fee 
duration of his long service cannot 
be forgotten.’’ 

Bom on April 16, 1897 at Pre- 
ston in northwest England, John 
Bagot Glubb was the son of a sol- 
dier. He went to fee Royal Mil- 
itary Academy at Woolwich and 
won a military cross for bravery 
during World War 1. 

Two years later in 1920 he vol- 
unteered for service in Iraq and it 


e 


was during this period he formed 
his lasting attachment for bed-' 
ouin. learning Arabic and their 
customs. 

In 1926, be resigned his com- 
mission to become a government 
official and was credited with hel- 
ing to b ring about peace between 
raq and Saudi Arabia. 

He was asked in 1930 to work in 
fee British mandated territory of 
Transjordan. Made second in 
command of the Arab Legion, he 
organised special desert patrols. 

Taking command of the Arab 
Legion in 1939, he led it through 
the war years, crushing a' 
German-inspired revolt in Iraq 
and fighting the vichy French in 1 
Syria. 

Britam pulled out of Palestine 
in 1948 and Sir John then left the 
British army and was under con- 
tract to Jordan. 

He married Muriel Forbes in 
1938 and had one son. They also 
adopted a bedouin boy ana two 
girls while in Jordan. 


Karami 


rejects 


‘ security 
deal with 


Israel 


BEIRUT (AP) — Prime Minister 
Rashid Kara nn rejected any“ sec - 
urijy” arrangements with Israel in 
Sooth Lebanon on. Monday, dem- 
andmg feieTsradis withdraw unc^T 
opdfoonally from a border enc- 
lave they still occupy^ 

Mr. Karami also pledged gov- 
ernment support to resistance for- 
ces fighting the Israeli anny arid its 
militia allies in Israel's self- 
prodaimed “security belt” north 
of the border. 

“I say ‘no’ to security arr- 
angements wife fee Israeli enemy. 

I say ‘yes’ to the national res- 
istance against Israel in South 
Lebanon,” Mr. Karami said in a 
statement broadcast by Beirut 
Radio. 

The premier was commenting 
on reports that hard-line Christian 
leaders sympathise wife an Israeli 
demand that Lebanon negotiate 

nrrOn ftAm n nfrp fnr fKn 


security” arrangements for the 
frontier region as a precondition 
for withdrawal. 

Israel retained fee “security 
'zone’’ after withdrawing the bulk 
of its forces last June. That ended 
three y&rs of Israeli occupation. 

“Security arrangements would 
give IsraelS^Iegal right to interfere 
in Lebanese affairs,'’ Mr. Karami 
said. “They would also infmge cm 
Lebanon’s sovereignty.” 
Newspapers in Beirut said Chr- 
istian leaders voiced sympathy 
with the Israeli demand during 
talks they held last week wife 
Rope John Paul IPs envoy. Man- 
signor Achflle SSvestriooL 
Mr. Sflvestoini, the Vatican’s 
foreign affairs specialist, visited 
Lebanon and Syria last week in an 
effort to help end the 11-year-old 
Lebanese civil war. 

Some newspapers in Beirut said 
cm Monday the Vatican’s peace- 
making effort has failed. 

Mr. Karami declared that a new 
security plan to curb lawlessness in 
militia-ruled west Beirut got 
under way Monday. 

He warned earlier that “law- 
lessness and insecurity” thr- 
eatened to “destroy ns as a nat- 
ion” and accused militias of loo- 


ting Lebanon’s ravaged economy 
(See page 7). 

A rightist-controlled Beirut 
radio station says a car bon* exp- 
loded near a complex occupied by 
Soviet advisers in Damascus last 
week, killing or wounding about 
100 people. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of fee report by tile 
Voice of Lebanon radio. 

It is influenced by the right- 
wine Falange Party of President 
Amm Gemayel, who is at odds 
wife Syria. 

Syria* accused Iraq of being res- 
ponsible for the blast in Dam- 
ascus, wounding a number of Syr- 
ian nationals, Syrian Television 


Iraq reports raid near Ahvaz; 


Iranian-chartered ship hit 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq on 
Monday reported its second air 
raid in 24 hours oa military con- 
centrations near the western Ira- 
nian dty of Ahvaz, and said its 
warplanes bad hit a large vessel off 
Iran in the Gulf. 

A military spokesman also said 
a series of nigh t air raids were lau- 
nched on Iranian positions on the 
Gulf war front. 

He said 183 army vehicles and 
other material were destroyed in a 
raid jat_9:40 aun. (0640 GMT) on 
Monday on positions south of 
Ahvaz, about 80 kilometres from 
the Iraqi border. 

Iraq said on Sunday its planes 
destroyed some 500 armoured 
vehicles, inducting tanks, in a sim- 
ilar attack near Ahvaz. Ahvaz, 
560 kilometres southwest erf Teh- 
ran, is a major Iranian industrial 
complex and mOiiary base. 

Gulf-based marine salvage exe- 
cutives said an Iranian -chartered 
Cypriot tanker was set ablaze by 
an Iraqi missile on Sunday. 

The executives said two salvage 
tugboats were racing to the rescue 
of fee tanker which was struck 
about 130 kilometres south of tire 
Iranian Kharg Island oD terminal. 

The executives identified the 
tanker as the Cypriot-registered 


262,208-ton Qypriot Ach- 
ievement. They said it was part of 
the fleet which Iran has com- 
missioned to ferry crude oil from 
the Kharg terminal in fee nor- 
theastern part of fee Gulf wat- 
erway to a makeshift terminal out 
of range for the Iraqi warplanes. 

The ship was operated by the 
Piraeus-based Troodos Shipping 
Company, according to fee exe- 
cutives. 

It was the first confirmed strike 

this mon^Tte^st oon&tned^f?"’ 
ack was on Feb. 28 when it hit the 
' Hong Kong tanker Energy Cou- 
rage as it headed to Kharg. 

It was fee 10th ship confirmed 
hit in less than a month in fee wat- 
erway by both sides in fee 5'/i- 
year-old Gulf war. 

Iranian Prime Minister Hussein 
Musavi has called on the United 
.Nations to take action against Iraq 
for using chemical weapons in fee 
Iran-Iraq war, it was reported 
Monday by Iran’s official Islamic 
Republic News Agency (IRNA). 

Mr. Musavi said last week's 
report by UN. Secretary- General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar con- 
firming feat Iraq had used such 
weapons was “a realistic step” 
added the agency. 


IRNA did not specify what act- 
ion Mr. Musavi was calling for. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein said on Sunday the Fao Pen- 
insula would become a huge tomb 
for its Iranian invaders. 

Addressing para-military pop- 
ular array volunteers at a Baghdad 
training camp. President Hussein 
said: “Fao will be a huge tomb for 
the Iranian invaders and we win 
not close its door until all the Ira- 
nians are swallowed or kicked off 
our sacred land.” 

Iranian forces invaded fee Fao 
Peninsula, at fee head of fee Gulf, 
at fee start of a new offensive on 
Feb.9and still hold fee old oil port 
of Fao and surrounding areas des- 
pite five weeks of Iraqi counter- 
attacks. 

President Hussein told the vol- 
unteers: “We are in no hurry (to 
push fee Iranians out of Fao) as 
long as we are filling the tomb wife 
Iranians every day...” 

A war communique said Iraqi' 
forces in fee peninsula on Sunday 
repelled four Iranian attempts to 
approach Iraqi forward portions 
and hundreds of Iranians were kil- 
led or wounded. 


Iraqi oil terminals turned into war 


observation posts, page 2 


Israel seeks aid for W. 


Bank development’ 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A senior Isr- 
aeli offidal has left for the United 
States to recruit funds from vol- 
untary organisations for “dev- 
elopment projects” in the occ- 
upied West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
a spokesman said Monday. 

Shmuel Goren, the Israeli coo- 
rdinator for fee occupied ter- 
ritories, left for the two week 
fund-raising tour on Sunday and 
was expected to visit New York 
and Washington to solicit funds 
from refugee aid organisations 
and other groups, a spokesman 
said. 

The spokesman would only 
name one such organisation, 
American Near East Refugee Aid 
(ANERA). 

At the urging of Secretary of 
State George Shultz, P rim e Min- 
ister Shimon Peres’ government 
pledged to "develop the economic 
infrastructure” of fee occupied 
territories and to give the 1 .4 mil- 


lion Palestinian inhabitants more 
control over their municipal and 
economic affairs. 

Peres told an international con- 


ference of jurists that Israel could 
not extend its law to the occupied 


territories because that would be 
tantamo unt to annexation. 


Speaking in occupied Jer- 
usalem, Peres said that despite fee 
absence of “constitntioaal^ law” in 
the West Bank and Gaza “leg- 
islation must come as a result of 
the political process” in neg- 
otiations between Israel and fee 
Arabs. 


He said Israel is obligated by its 
1979 agreement whh Egypt not to 
extend Israeli law to fee West 
Bank and Gaza. 


Peres’ ruling coalition in 
liament foiled a bill to 
territories on March 5. But 
right-wing politicians have ple- 
dged to fight for annexation. 


It said the incident was carried 
out by a Lcbanese-bom “Iraqi 
agent” named as Ahmad H usse i n 
•Eid. 

The television showed a video 
of a demolished car and eight 
wounded Syrians. 


Angolan rebels release 


170 foreign captives 


LISBON (AP) — Angola's 
UN1TA rebels have released 
more than 170 foreign hostages, 
who are in neighbouring Zaire 
awaiting repatriation by the Red 
Cross, news reports said Monday. 

. A UNITA leader said the cap- 
tives included about 100 Filipinos, 
four Britons, two West Ger- 
mans, a Canadian, a Romanian 
and about 70 Portuguese. He said 
they were all in good condition. 

‘Die Portuguese ambassador to 
Zaire said the captives were exp- 
ected to be flown to fee capital, 
Kinshasa, by Thursday or Friday 
and from there to their own cou- 
ntries, according to the Por- 
tuguese news agency ANOP, 

UNITA seized the hostages. 
March 2 when the guerrillas sto- 


rmed fee dfa mood- mining town of 
Andrada, dose to Angola’s nor- 
thern border wife Zaire. Sixty 
government soldiers and 15 rebels 
were reported killed in the three- 
hour battle for the town. 

A high-ranking UNITA official 
told the Associated Press the reb- 
els had sought the cooperation of 
the International Committee of 
Red Cross (IRCC) in freeing the 
hostages in Zaire to save them a 
graelSng 1,280 kilometre trek to 
guerrilla strongholds in sou- 
theastern Angola. 

The guerrilla leader, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, con- 
firmed it was highly probable the 
captweswere already in Zaire, but 
he said he did not yet have official 
confirmation. 


Pope to 
visit Rome 


synagogue 


VATICAN CITY (R) — Pope 
John Paul will visit the Rome syn- 
agogue next month in what Vat- 
ican sources said would be a major 
landmark in Catholic-Jewish rel- 


ations. 

Chief Vatican spokesman Joa- 
quin Navarro- Vails said the Pope 
would visit the synagogue in cen- 
tral Rome on fee afternoon of 
April 13. 

Navarro- Vails said it would be 
fee first time in living memory that 
a Pope had visited a synagogue but 
he could not say whether it would 
be the first time in history. 

Informed Vatican sources said 
the visit to the Jewish community 
did not mark a change in the Vat- 
ican’s position towards Israel. 

The Vatican, which supports 
Israel's right to exist, has said it 
would like to see changes in the 
Middle East situation before it 
could establish diplomatic rel- 
ations with fee Jewish state. 

Catholic-JewBh relations have 
improved enormously in the 20 
years since -a major second Vat- 
ican council document urged dia- 
logue wife the Jews and strongly 
repudiated the idea of collective 
Jewish guilt for the death of Jesus 
Christ. 

The Pope has met Jewish lea- 
ders many times at fee Vatican 
and on his trips abroad* 
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Switzerland ready to play role 


of mediator in Mideast conflict 


By Salarorii B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reports' 


AMMAN — Switzerland is closely following the rec- 
ent developments in the Arab-lsraeU conflict and is 
ready to play the role of mediator if asked by both 
parties to the conflict, Swiss Ambassador to Jordan 
Harald Broner said Monday. 


Outlining his government’s 
stand vis-a-vis the Palestinian 
problem, Mr. Broner sail that 
Switzerland recognised the Pal- 
estinian people’s right to self- 
determination and considered the 
Israeli occupation of Arab ter- 
ritories as illegal. 

He said the Pales tinian problem 
was a problem of people with leg- 


Fo reign Minister Pierre Aubert 
said in a statement delivered by 
the Swiss embassy here that the 
Swiss government regrets this dec- 
ision^ while respecting the will fre- 
ely expressed by the people. 

Mr. Aubert said that despite the 
negative outcome, it dearly app- 
eared during the preceding cam- 



Harald Broner 


problem of people with leg- — j-, ^ ^ basic' principles 
e_ rights and not only a pro- underlying the Swiss foreign pol- 


itimate rights and not only a pro- {^deriving the Swiss fo 
blem of refugees. icy were not oootested. 

Swiss Foreign Minister Pierre Mr. Broner said that b 


Aubert visited Jordan in August 
and held talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein and senior Jor- 
danian officials. “Our position on 
the Palestinian problem is s imil ar 
to that of Jordan,” Mr. Broner 
said in an interview. 

The ambassador also said that 
Switzerland also maintains normal 
relations with Israel and that its 
government recognises Israel’s 
right to exist in accordance with 
United Nations resolutions. 

The people and cantons of Swi- 
tzerland rejected a government 
proposal Sunday to join the Uni- 
ted Nations, after votjpg in a ref- 
erendum on the issue. 5015 per 
cent of Swiss people participated 
in the referendum a The result was 
75.7 per cent against and 243 per 
cent in favour. 


Mr. Broner said that he believes 
that the outcome of the ref- 
erendum will not harm the coa- 
lition government. The proposal 
introduced by die government was 
endorsed by both houses of par- 
liament. 

The Swiss foreign minister said 
that in the view of the federal cou- 
ncil, permanent and armed neu- 
trality, solidarity with die int- 
ernational community, uni- 
versality in Switzerland’s foreign 
relations as well as the country's 
readiness to be at the disposal of 
others with regard to good offices, 
will continue to shape its relations 
with other states. 

In the Federal government’s 
view, “by not joining the U.N., 
Switzerland is deprived of an ins- 
trument which the Federal Cou- 


ncil as well as both houses of par- 
liament thought for the pursuit of 
the conn try’s foreign policy.” 

The government thinks that 
remaining outside the UN. con- 
stitutes a disadvantage which it 
will be hardly possible to ove- 
rcome. 

The result of the referendum 
could not be contested or rec- 
onsidered under the Swiss con- 
stitution. 


In his interview with the Jordan 
Times and A1 Ra’i, Mr. Broner 
said that the majority of die Swiss 
people seem convinced that Swi- 
tzerland’s neutrality and the U.N. 
could not be reconciled. Joining 
the U.N., they believe, would put 
the country in a situation where it 
has to vote to condemn or approve 
of a certain action which meant 
taking sides and which dashes 
with the country’s long tradition of 
neutrality. 

The antoassador agreed that 
there was a g*p between the thi- 


QIC moves towards free trade zone 


By Paul Bolding 

Rauer 


ISTANBUL — Member states of 
the Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) have taken the first 
concrete step towards what they 
hope will be a free trade zone for 
the 46-nation group. But they still 
have far to go. 

A three-day meeting of OIC 
trade minis ters just ended here 
backed the idea of a long-term 
trade financing scheme to be run 
by the Jeddah -based Islamic Dev- 
elopment Bank (IDB). . 


The project, which could start 
later this year, would make an ini- 
tial $300 million available to fund 
trade among OIC states in their 
non-traditional goods. 

Before it can begin it needs app- 
roval from the IDB, which could 
come this week, and from at least 
10 member states. 


tnerce among die Islamic cou- 
ntries is still nuclear, and there is 
no sign that the 750 mfllioa pop- 
ulation of the 46 OIC member sta- 
tes will notice and benefit in the 
short term. 

Conference officials said while 
there was considerable political 
commitment to the notion of Isl- 
amic commercial cooperation, the 
problem of bringing together cou- 
ntries spread over different con- 
tinents, and with different tra- 
ditions, introduced practical dif- 
ficulties. 

Many are already part of other 
groupings, tike the Gulf Coo- 
peration ~ Council and the Ass- 
ociation' of Sbuth-Eas tAsfem Nat- 
ions. Turkey is the only OIC 
member which is also an associate 
member of the European Com- 
mon Market. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


A conference official associated 
with the scheme told Reuters it 
was evolved in several months — a 
relatively short time in terms of 
the cumbersome decision-making 
of the OIC. “This was good" 
going,” he said. 

But be said there was only lim- 
ited interest in several other mea- 
sures discussed by the meeting, 
including an Islamic Payments 
Gearing Union, an export credit 
guarantee system and trade inf- 
ormation network and these 
would ha further studied. 

The extent to which the trade 
finan cing scheme will boost cora- 


Turlrish Prime Minister Tnrgut 
Ozal told die meeting the eventual 
aim was a free trade zone covering 
the Muslim World. “We know 
that we can reach this goal with a 
step by step approach protecting 
and conciliating the interests of all 
member states” he said. 

Conference documents make 
clear that cooperation is also dog- 
ged by the failure of many mem- 
ber states to follow decisions alr- 
eady taken and to pay their con- 
tributions. 

The Isla mic Cement Ass- 
ociation, agreed at the last such 


meeting in Istanbul in November 
1984, has yet to begin operating 
because no member state has sig- 
ned the statute. 

The association was heralded at 
the time as an example of com- 
mercial cooperation and a for- 
erunner of other possible such 
schemes. 

Trade among Islamic countries 
is at present only 10 per cent of 
their foreign trade and the aim of 
the meeting — the Standing 
Committee for Economic and 
'Commercial Cooperation 
(COMCEC) — is to increase this. 
;; Delegates called for measures 
to end the dependence of the Isl- 
amic World on developed 'cou- 
ntries. “We have large potential 
markets which if opened could 
lead to a tremendous sport in the 
growth of trade among the Islamic 
countries/' OIC Secretary- 
General Sharifuddin Pirzada said. 

Turkey is a prime mover in 
COMCEC and sees considerable 
benefits for itself from some of its 
ideas as part of its continuing eff- 
ort to promote its trade with Mid- 
dle East countries. 

It hopes to reap considerable 
advantage from the long-term 
trade financing measure, as it does 
already from the IDB’s existing 
short-term loans. 

A follow-up meeting of a sma- 
ller group of OIC member states is 
to be held here next September 
and. starting next year, the full 
.CO MCEC conference will be held 
each September in Istanbul, off- 
icials said. 
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Chinese I Sudan defends ties with Libya 


aking of the majority of people 
and the representative parliament 
and government. 

He explained that Swiss people 
are generally conservative “and if 
they don't see the interest in cha- 


president 
in Egypt 


ngmg something... they will not do 
it” 


CAIRO (AP) — President L? 
Xiannian of China arrived in 
Cairo on Monday to begin the 
four-day official segment of an 
eight-day visit to Egypt, the first 


by a Cbmese head erf state since 
die Communists took power in 
1949. 

President Hosni Mubarak gre- 
eted Mr. Li at Cairo International 
Afrport and accompanied him to 
the Kubbah Presidential Palace 
for welcoming ceremonies. 

' Mr. Li, on a five-nation 
Africa-Asia tour, arrived Friday 
at Egypt’s Mediterranean port <rf 
Alexandria and spent three days 
of private sightseeing. After the 
end of the state visit in Cairo, he 
will travel privately to southern 
Egypt before leaving on Friday. 

Mr. Li and Mr. Mubarak will 

hold official talks on Tuesday. The 
state-owned Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) quoted' Ahmad 
Abdul- Wahab Senrn, the Egy- 
ptian ambassador to China, as say- 
ing the talks will cover the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, the Iran-Iraq war, 
African and Asian issues as well as 
bilateral ties. 


Switzerland which has opted 
not to join the European Com- 
munity bloc, is also tiie only nation 
in the world which has freely dec- 
ided not.to join the United Nat- 


Switzerland is the fourth largest 
exporter of goods to Joraan. 
Among the main Jord anian imp- 
orts from Switzerland are gold, 
jewellery, machines, textiles, foo-* 
dstuffe and tools. 

The Swiss government has rec- 
ently approved a JD 11 million 
soft loan for development projects 
in the Kingdom: 

The loan is payable over the 
next 25 years. 

There are current efforts exe- 
rted to study the possibilities of 
exporting Jordanian goods to the 
European nation. 


KHARTOUM (R) — Defence 
Minister Maj.-Gen. Osman Abd- 
ullah defended Sudan’s new, dose 
relations with Libya in an int-' 
erview published Monday. 

Commenting on an aid agr- 
eement signe d with Libya last 
week/ Gen. Abdullah told the 
daily newspaper Ai Sahafa: 
“S udan will begin to Ipok for fri- 
ends instead of masters.” 

The agreement, whose details 
were not disdosed/was finalised 
in Tripoli by Prime Minister Al 
Gazouh Daraa* Allah, leading the 
most senior Sndanesc delation 


to Libya since the overthrow of 
President ~ Jaafar Nnmeiri last 
ApriL 

Gen. Abdullah's statement 
rame afift 24-man team of political 
and- trade union leaders prepared 
to open talks with rebel leader 
John Gaiang in Addis Ababa on 
resolution of a three-year bosh 
war in southern Sedan. 

■ CoL Garang, who beads the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army, 
has attacked a previous military 
cooperation pact Sudan signed 
with Libya ami called for its abr- 
ogation. • 


Meanwhile 'the 'government 
banned Sudan's voters Monday 
from carrying w eapons to the polk 
dotiag next mouth's genera) ele- 
ctions.' - ’ 

Khartoum " Commissioner 
Maj.-Gen. Kama] Ab&sbar issued 
a statement banning knives, ^pe- 
ars, swords, daggers and “any ins- 
truments that may cause harm.” 
Sudanese vote from April 1 to 
vl2 for a 301-member constituent 
assembly which wifi choose a new 
gov e rnment. The general ele- 
ctions will be the first since Nuro- 
eiri was ousted. 


Guards thwart Egyptian jailbreak 


CAIRO (AP) — Police foiled an 
escape attenmt Monday by two 
Muslim fundamentalists serving, 
jail terms io a Cairo prison, an Int- 
erior Ministry official sa i d. 

In a statement distributed by 
the state-controlled Middle East 
News Agency (MENA), the unn- 
amed nfficial said the two men 
were caught within the compound 
erf Touran Prison after they had 
broken out of their celL 

He identified them as Nabfl al 


aednarion of President Anwar 
S ? ft at and a subsequent attempt to 
overthrow die government 
Sentenced in 29S3, Maghraby 
was servhig a 25-year term and 


Maghraby and Mahmoud Ismail, 
convicted members of die fun- 
damentalist Jihad organisation 
t hat me blamed for the 1981 ass- 


qrwgig 107 frmdamentabsts inq>- 
risoned m the Case. 

■ Tourah Prison was. among the 
targets attacked by mutinous sec- 
urity policemen on Feb. 26. The 
government said the mutineers 
freed some 1,200 prisoners most 
of whom were captured later, but 
they did. not include jailed fun- 
damentalists. 

The official said Maghraby a** 


Ismail drilled a hole in the waD of 
their third-storey cell and used* 
blankets to jump onto the roof of 
an adjoining mosque. They were 
spotted by prison guards who son- 
nded the alert and fired warning < 
shots. 


From the mosque roof the pri- 
soners jumped into the prison kit- 
chen through a ventilation win- 
dow and they were besieged and 
caught there. 


There were no casual Iks among 
the guards or the prisoners who 
did not cany arms, the official 
said. 


•TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli spy- 
master Rafi Ertan, alleged to have 
headed a secret unit that hired 
American Jonathan Pollard to 
steal U.S. secrets, was chosen 
Monday as chairman of the state’s 
huge chemical firm. 

Trade Minis ter Ariel Sharon, 
Ehan’s longtime political patron, 
and Finance Minis ter Yitzhak 
Modai nominated Eitan for the 
post at Israel Chemicals, a spo- 
keswoman for Sharon* said. 

Newspaper reports said Eitan, 
an adviser to former Prime Min- 
isters Menachem Begin and Yit- 
zhak Shamir, headed the office 
that hired Pollard, a U.S. Navy 
analyst, to supply Israel with int- 
dligetice secrets. 

Eitan was one of the Israelis 
questioned by American inv- 
estigators probing the Pollard 
case. Israel apologised for the aff- 
air and said Eitan’s unit had been 
dismantled. Pollard is in a Was- 
hington area prison awaiting trial. 

Inael Chemicals is one of Isr- 
ael's largest exporters. Its sub- 


of arms to Egypt since the 
Unfon halted military aid in the 
mid-1970s. It has sold Egypt more 
than 100 warplanes and about 20 
naval units, including four sub- 
marines. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Li and Mr. 
Mubarak will lay the foundation 
stone for an international con- 
ference centre to be built over 
three years with Chinese help. 

China has extended an 
interest-free loan of 100 millio n 
Egyptian pounds (S75 mflfion) for 
• construction of tire centre at Nasr 
City, a north eastern suburb of 
Cairo. 

Mr. Li and Mr. Mubarak will 
address on Wednesday a joint ses- 
sion of the People’s Assembly, 
Egypt’s parliament, and the gov- 
ernment's advisory Shura Cou- 
ncil. 

The Chinese president blamed 
Israel for the lack of progress in 
resolving the Middle East conflict 
at the start of his state visit, und- 
erscoring Peking’s interest in dev- 
eloping ties wife the Arab World. 

“IsraeFs expansionist and agg- 
ressive policy has delayed set- 
tlement of the Middle East con- 
flict,” Mr. Li said in a banquet 
speech, carried by MENA. 

“The superpower conflict in the 
region has further complicated 
matters,” he added. 


Berri rejects security pact with Israel 


•ABU DHABI, UAE (AP) — 
Nabih Berri, head of the Lebanese 
Shfite movement “AmaT was 
quoted Monday as predictmg a 
“hot summer” in Lebanon after 
his rejection of any new security 
arrangements with Israel in the 
South, it was reported here Mon- 
day. 

The call Tor such arrangements 
was part of a document submitted 
by Lebanon’s Christian political 
power to Monsignor Adiflle S3- 
vestrini, title special envoy of Pope 

I nhn Pan! TT [ durin g hh rfiplmrratic 

shuttle last week to help end die 
Lebanese dvD war. 


Mr. Beni, in an interview with 
the Abu Dhabi-based newspaper 
Al Ittihad said “Israel and Leb- 
anese President Amin Gemayet . 
are jy«ng to wage a hot military 
summer m Lebanon.” 

Lebanon’s ambassador to Was- 
hington Abdullah Bn Habib “ret- 
urned to concentrate contacts with 
the Israeli lobby upon orders of his 
master (President Gemayel)” Mr. 
Beni said. 

“This and militar y moves in east 
Beirut especially the call for draft 
and the military alert by Gemayel 
.and his Lebanese Forces, are ind- 
ications of the escalation atm- 


osphere,” he said. 

“These military escalations fin- 
led die Pope's initiative even bef- 
ore it started," Mr. Beni was quo- 
ted assaying. 

■ Mr. Berri vowed to continue the 
war with President Gemayel, who 
rejected a peace agreement sup- 
ervised by Syria. 

As for South Lebanon, Mr. 
Beni disclosed a tendency to ask 
the Soviet government to par- 
ticipate in financing die expenses 
of die U N. Inte rim Force In Leb- 
anon (UNIFIL) “If the United 
States insists on rejecting res- 
umption of die finance.” 


Iranian population reaches 43.4 million 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s pop- 
ulation has risen to more than 43 .4 
min on, Islamic Republic new- 
spaper quoted the country’s latest 
statistical yearbook Monday as 
saying. 


Other statistics said Iranian 
imports in 1363 were valued at 


1,583 billion rads ($18.6 billion) 
while non-oil exports earned $364 
million. Iran pays for more than 
95 per cent of its imports with oSL, 
for which no figures were given by 
Islamic Republic. . .. 

The . yearbook said machinery, 
accounted 'for 25 SL per cent of 
imports, motor vdiidte kite, and 
parts 21.6 per cent, and iron and 


Hie yearbook for the banian _ 
year 1363 (Martib 1984 to March 
' 1 985) said theworidng population 
was 12.5 million , sho wing a high 
proportion of youth in the cou- 
ntry. It said 15.2 per cent of the 
workers were unemployed. 


refrigerators and fr eezers were 
distrcnited in the country and Ira- 
nian abbatoirs processed 303,000 
tonnes erf meat. I ranians woe 
shown to have eaten 27.4 kil- 
ogrammes of sugar each in the 
year. 


steel 10:6 per cent. 

The book said nearly 700,000 


' In other figures released rec- 
ently. Prime; Minister ‘Mir- 
■ Hossein Mousavi said the Iranian 
government employed 1 3 m»TSnn 
people, who had an aveiagefamity 
of five to support. 


Iraqi oil terminal turned into observation posts 


By Subtly Haddad 

Reuter 


DEEP TERMINAL, Northern 
Gulf — Iraq has turned its off- 
shore oil export terminals into 
giant observation posts to monitor 
sea and air movements by its war . 
enemy Iran in the northern Gulf. 

The massive 1,200 metre deep 
ter min al some 40 kilometres 
south of the Fao Peninsula fed 
Supertankers with oil from sou- 
thern Iraq until the outbreak of 
the Gulf war in 1980 halted Iraqi 
oil exports through the waterway. 

Now the Iraqi Navy is in charge 
of the structure, a web of steel gir- , 


tiers and pipes anchored by pillars 
to the seabed. 

Reporters flown to the terminal 
by helicopter speeding three met- 
res above the waves to avoid radar 
detection were told Iran had lau- 
nched a series of unsuccessful sea- 
borne raids to knock it out. 

“The Iranians attacked the ter- 
minal three times last month using 
over 30 navy boats, some carrying 
rocket launchers, but we des- 
troyed both attacks,” said the 
young navy lieutenant in charge of 
the Iraqi detachment. 

The Deep Terminal and the Al 
Bakr Terminal some 20 kil- 
ometres to the west were built in 


the 1970s to fill supertankers with 
o3 pumped from the Fao Pen- 
insula, were Iranian troops are 
entrenched after crossing the 
Shatt Al Arab border waterway 
five weeks ago. 

The Iraqi lieutenant, who dec- 
lined to be named, described his 
command as an “observation eye 
to protect... our territorial waters 
in tiie northern Gulf.” 

He said the te rminal had also 
played an important role in mon- 
itoring Iranian movements across 
tiie Shatt Al Arab, reporting pot- 
ential targets to naval hea- 
dquarters at the Umm Qasr Base 
up the west side of tiie Fao Pen- 


insula. 

“We gave very important inf- 
ormation to our command in 
Umm Qasr about enemy mov-^ 
ements... after it attacked tiie 
Shatt Al Arab waterway into 
Fao,” he said. 

The value of the terminal as an 
observation post during the Fao 
invasion apparently prompted the 
Iranians to raid the structure three 
days running from Feb. 31. 

The lieutenant said more than 
25 ai the 30 boats involved in the 
attacks were destroyed. 

Nine Iranians were taken cap- 
tive, while only three Iraqis were 
wounded in the attacks. 
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Home news 

• / 

Crown Prince meets with 

Jordanian medical team 
recently back from Sudan 


JORDAN TIME&, TUESDAY MARCH 18, 1986 3 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday conferred with a Jor- 
danian metical team which had 
visited Sudan to offer medical ser- 
vices to the victims of drought and 
famine in that country. Prince 
Hassan voiced his deep app- 
reciation to the team for their eff- 
orts and for their help to their bro- 
thers in fulfilment of a national 
duty. . 

The mission was the second to 
be sentto Sudan where Jordan has 
established medical centre and a 
hospital at Kass. Jordanian teams 
of doctors and nurses are tmd- 


ertnkjn&the tads of providing 
medical services to the local pop- 
ulation and they have also been 
organising the distribution of con- 
tributions donated. by the Jor- 
rianfon public. 

A Jordanian team has also been 
entrusted with preparing an int- 
egrated project, for re- 
constructing die city pf Kass and 
has drawn m> pirns for laying 
-water and electricity networks. 
Engineers in the team have alr- 
eady started dril Eng artesian wells 
and building sanitary units and an 
agricultural school as part of the 
programme. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Monday 
meets with participants in the Association of Arab 


Universities conference which was opened by Prince 
Hassan Sunday (Petra photo) 


Prince Mohammad condoles Masri family Council reviews 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, the Arab Commercial 

personal representative of His Majesty King Hussein Monday, exclianse plan 

nllwl at th/» leeutnw rs f Rntvian Mmicfar Tailor A 1 Moeii lYI O * - 


Israel 



AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
personal representative of His Majesty King Hussein Monday, 
called at the residence of Foreign Minister. Taber AJ Masri to 
convey his condolences on the death of Nablus mayor Zafer A1 
Masri. 

Jordan, Egypt discuss meat company 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Agriculture Ahmad Dakhqan 
Monday discussed with Egyptian Ambassador in Amman Xbab 
Wahbe and a visiting Egyptian agricultural delegation the est- 
ablishment of a joint company for the production of red meat The ■ 
minister reviewed the government policy on the production of 
meat by making use of the npah ili rifs in the east e rn and 

southern regions. He also praised the existing cooperation bet- 
ween tee two countries in the fields of joint projects. Mr. Wahbe 
also praised tire cooperation between Jordan and Egypt. The 
meeting was followed by a meeting of the Jordanian-Egyptian 
joint company during which the two sides discussed issues related . 
Co the establishment of tee company and its importance in mee- 
ting the two countries’ needs of red meat. 

Envoys visit UNRWA installations 

AMMAN (J .T.) — The ambassadors of Belgium and India Guido 
Vansina and Gurcharan Singh Monday paid visits to some United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) installations in Maika (Hittm) camp, as well as to 
Jebel Zuhour Elementary Girls' School, the supply and transport 
compound on Madaba Road and the Amman Training Centre, 
according to an UNRWA press release. During the tour. Deputy 
Director of UNRWA Affaire and Field Administration Officer 
Bernard Mils briefed the visitors about the agency’s services in 
Jordan. 

Department- publishes book on Jerash 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Department of Antiquities has recently 
published , volume I of the Jerash Archaeological Projects. This > 
Illustrated volume which contains .reports bymembers oj an hit-' * 
; erectional .teste workingra Jerashsapce' qjjtod 


Joint Jordanian- Syrian 
committee meets today 


; of Antiquities Jta his introductibu; Dr.'Zayacfin reviews tee ar£- 
■ haeologicaJ work carried out by the department since 1928 with'" 
special reference to the recent excavations. This volume will be 
followed by volume II in 1987. The Jerash Archaeological Pro- 
jects is available at tee department's registration centre for the 
■price erf JD 10. 

DLDNA prepares for book week 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Department -of Libraries, , Doc- 
umentation and National Archives is preparing celebrations for 
national book week due to be held early in April.. Jordan’s cel- 
ebration of national book week comes m conjunction with the 
United Nations. Educational, Scientific and Cultural Org- 
anisa ton ( UNESCO) celebrations of the international year of the 
book. DLDNA has called on all writers and institutions to con- 
tribute towards making tee cultural event a success. • | 

Mafraq to hold elections for 
municipal council on April 10 


MAFRAQ (Petra) — Municipal 
elections in Mafraq will be held on 
— April 10 and for the first time 

M . \(J! women will be voting to choose a 
• 1 new nine-member council. 

___ m 

■ 71 ' According to Khalaf Mahasneh, 
the deputy governor of Mafraq. a 
committee has been at work reg- 
istering- voters. The total number 


of voters in the district is 9461, 
approximately half of whom are 
women. Mr. Mahasneh said that 
Minister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and tec Environment 
Marwan Hmoud had earlier fixed 
the first three days of April as the 
period for nominating candidates.' 
naming for the elections. 


French rightists gain majority 


(Continued from page 1) 

The RPR won 150 seats, and 
tee UDF won 127. With the 14 
seats won by al&ed minor parties, 
the .right won 291 seats — two 
more than needed to control' the 
577-seat assembly. The National 
Front took 33 seats and an ind- 
ependent extreme rightist, one. 

The bjggest surprise came from 
tee National Front which enters 
the legislature for the first time. 

Its lead® 1 , former paratroop off- 
icer Jean-Marie lePen, offeredhis 
support to tee RPR and UDF to 
broaden their majority. But the 
traditional right has always rej- 
ected cooperation with Mr. Le 
Pen. 

Though the Socialists lost then 
hold on the legislature, the victory 
of the right proved modi slimmer 
than its leaders had expected. 


tee political map. 

The Socialists, with 198 seats, 
remain the largest single party in 1 
the legislature, and commentators 
say the rights failure to produce a 
crushing victory gives Mr. Mit- 
terrand more freedom to man- 
oeuvre in his choice of prime min- j 
ister. 

Before tee election, Mr. Chirac 
had been the most widely tipped 
candidate for prime minister. Mr. 
Chirac has -promised to undo 
ranch of the Socialists’ legislation 
if chosen, particularly to den- 
ationalise banks. 

The Communist Party emerged, 
as the main loser in the elections 
and respondpd with a pledge to' 
pursue the hard line pohcies cri- 


more seats in France’s overseas 
possessions — one each in the tiny 
territories erf Saint Piene et Miq- 
uelon, off the coast of Canada , and 
Wallis et Futuna, in tee Pacific. 
Rnn-offe are due in bote next 
Sunday.- ' - 

The' RPR/UDF coalition had 
predicted that it would gain an 
absolute major fry without themd- 
ependents, and their relatively 


tics say have puteed it into a dec- 
ade of steady decline. 

Official figures showed the 
Cbmmuxtists, who until the 1970s 
/wnM fwifidently count on at least' 
a fifth of the vote in any French 
electoral contest, had dropped to 
just under 10 per centin Sunday’s 
poll 

■ The dismal result, promptly 
blamed by the party cal “Ma- 
i4rmaiP ’ of its suppoitcteS'-'by -tee 
Socialists in whose outgoing gov- 
ernment it particqjated from 
1981-84, win give the Com- 
namists only 35 seats in the new. 
National Assembly; - • • 


AMMAN (Petra) — The joint 
committee of tee Council of Arab 
Economic Unity (CAEU) and the 
Arab Industrial Development 
Organisation (AIDO) has con- 
cluded its two-day meetings with a 
call for drawing up a unified fra- 
mework for regional and sectoral 
studieswith the involvement of all 
Arab institutions. 

Id a memorandum presented to 
the joint committee, the CAEU 
general secretariat pointed out the 
importance of . AIDO’s par- 
ticipation in tee meetings of the 
integrated commercial exchange 
programme and the role of tee 
transport sector in developing 
Arab commercial exchange thr- 
ough a proper and well-developed 
transport and conxraunications 
network. 

The committee also stressed the 
necessity for .cooperation in the 
field of joint Arab industrial pro- 
jects and in tee integrated com- 
mercial exchange programme and 
the Arab coordination and coo- 
peration programme. 

Meanwhile, a two-day meeting 
of AIDO's technical committee 
Started in A mman on Monday to 
follow up on the implementation 
of resolutions and rec- 
ommendations issued by tee 6th 
AIDO conference which was held 
in Damascus in October 1985. 
The committee discusses tee pro- 
gress achieved in the field of tec- 
hnical and economic- studies for 
. joint and jpre r 

‘ twraticu^<^ to 

“vt hera in^Tuhisiam 1987. . 1 

Taking part in the committee's 
meeting are representatives of 
Iraq , Syria, Tunisia, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain and Jordan. The 
tftrhniral committee's meeting 
wfl] be followed by a ministerial 
meeting at the level of industry 
ministries. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A joint 

Jordanian -Syrian committee will 
start a meeting in Amman on Thu- 
rsday to discuss solutions for pro- 
blems impeding the exchange of 
national goods between tee two 
countries, according to an official 
announcement issued in Amman 
on Monday. 

The announcement said that the 
joint .committee will also study 
means of facilitating money tra- 
nsfers and bank remittances bet- 
ween ths two sides and other iss- 
ues pertaining to the settlement of 
outstanding payments and tee est- 
ablishment of Syrian and Jor- 
danian trade centres in Amman 
and Damascus. 


The Jordanian side to the mee- 
ting will he headed by Under Sec- 
retary of the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade Mohammad AI Saqqaf 
and the Syrian side will be led by 
Mr. Ahmad Al Dab b as, under 
secretary of the Ministry of Int- 
ernal Trade. 

The local Arabic dally new- 
spaper Sawt Al Sha'ab Monday 
reported that the cabinet has set 
up news teams to coordinate ind- 
ustrial. economic and information 
matters with Syria. The report said - 
that the cabinet, which took this 
decision on Saturday, has ent- 
rusted the new teams to facilitate 
the implementation of all agr- 
eements concluded with Syria. 


Ministry takes steps to deter 
r harassment by telephone 

AMMAN (J.T.) — In a drive to the J D 125 instalment fee and J D 
I put an end to harassing telephone 5 for reconnection. Under the new 
■calls, the Ministry of Cora- regulations, which will be in effect 
munications Monday issued det- a s of Monday, the TCC has the 
errent measures underwhich har- right to withhold telephone lines 
assers' telephone lines, once det- which have been disconnected due 
ected, will be permanently dis- to harassment or to reissue the 
connected even if tee person con- disconnected telephone Hne 
earned is willing to pay for new Minister of Communications 
telephone instalment fees and Muhieddine Al Hussein i, who 
re-connection fees and even if annn „ nri >ri the ministry's det- 
they guarantee to stop harassing errent measures, said that the 
people over the phone. Any sub- phenomenon of telephone har- 
scriber has tee right to request the j n Jordan has "reached a 

.Telecommunications Cor*- -^never-wrecking, dangerous and 
PO ratio ns (TCC) to haw hxs.,tel- . onbeafabte-- levef ? - : an<k the- only 
epbone hne moiutpreti .if. the sub- way to halt j&tioas is thr r 
scriber is getting annoying, imp- - bugh' suc h strict rrfeasures. 
otite or harassing telephone calls. \|r. Hussein i. Who is also ciba- 
Previously. people, who made irman of the TCC board of dir- 
harassing telephone calls were ectors. expressed hope that tel- 
traced through the TCC's tel- ephone subscribers would make 
epbone detecting devices and the use of the new measures in order 
corporation would disconnect the to stop telephone lines being used 
barassers telephone and would 35 a means for some people to 
reconnect it if the person payed make a nuisance of themselves. 


Children’s theatre with political implications 


By Sana Atfyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — "The Witness," a 
short and farcical play, tells the 
political story of the Middle East 
problem through a tale presented 
by a group of talented children. 
Two girls find a scare-crow, one of 
them draws a free on it and it starts 
recounting the story of what hap- 
pened to that land long ago, as the 
children act out the comical tra- 
gedy. 

"The Witness." done by stu- 
dents from the Orthodox and 
Amman National schools, opened 
on Saturday evening at the Royal 
Cultural Centre’s studio theatre. 
The play is written by Mr. Jamil 
Awad and directed by his wife, 
Mrs. JuUiette Awad, and will per- 
form until March 21, 1986. 

The scare-crow talks about the 
locusts who attacked the land and 
how tee villagers reacted. The 
locusts were first seal by a poor 
farmer who warned tee villagers 
about the impending attack; they 
did not heed him until they saw the 
locusts for themselves. As the first 
step of solving tee problem, the 
people meet and start making spe- 
eches but there is no agreement 
and no solution. 

In the meantime, the poor far- 
mer tries to fight the invaders on 
his own and he tells the rest of the 
villagers to be realistic and to unite 
to fight tee locusts. One village 
leader invites' a foreign expert for 
lunch to discuss the problem. 


while the farmer tries to figure out 
how a foreigner could possibly 
help them and of course the for- 
eigner eventually does not help. 

Then the villagers begin to leave 
the land in secret, but the fanner 
finds them and explains how he 
went to other villages to seek help. 
One neighbouring village was in 
conflict, another did not have 
enough spray to give away and the 
third gave him a spraying machine 
which did not work. The villagers 
suddenly and finally realise the 
severity of the problem and unite. 
They decide to fight tee locusts 
themselves with whatever they 
may find, but it is too late. 

The political implications in 
"The Witness," are particularly 
easy for children to understand. A 
member of the audience called it 
an educational play about the 
basic Palestinian problem and he 
added tha t the way it was pre- 
sented made it easy tor children to 
understand the situation. On the 
other hand, another person called 
the play as "misleading and dan- 
gerous.” “Children cannot grasp 
what is so cal led a caricature of tee 

political ' situation, since it was 
mostly presented as so; it oould 

backfire" he said . "Also . tee final 

speech to the audience, in my opi- 
nion, was unnecessary.. If this is to 
be an educational play for chi- 
ldren, tire last speech was too agg- 
ressive and scolding, and this con- 
fuses tee young audience." the 
member of the audience said. 

Views from the audience 

However, the theatre was com- 



pletely full of children and adults 
of all ages on Saturday evening 
and the audience’s reaction was 
very positive. Very small children 
laughed at the comical scenes such 
as when one villager was snoring 
while one of the leaders gave a 
speech. 

Another me steer of the aud- 
ience commented: "The Witness 
is performed in a way that can be 
enjoyed and understood by chi- 
ldren and adults. Because it is a 
short one-act play, tee events and 
situations had to change quickly. 
Otherwise, this play could take 
many hours if it were to be in det- 
ail. Audiences, especially chi- 
ldren, like short plays and would 
get bored if it was too long. But 
this is a nice short play teat gives a 
comical and brief history of the 
Middle East situation. I’m sat- 
isfied with that” 

Educational theatre 

Mr. Awad, who wrote “The 
Witness" says: “In children’s the- 
atre you can make the children 
understand a situation through 
symbolism instead of giving, for 
example, historical lectures. They 
are probably more interested in 
watching a play than sitting in 
class. They will grasp and rem- 
ember an idea or lesson from the 
stage more than remembering it 
from lectures.” 

Mrs. Awad told the Jordan 
Times that she enjoys working 
with children in theatre because 
she feels thatdiDdren’s theatre is a 
very important aspect of theatre as 
awhole.“Educatx>nalfyqx»kiag. 
working with children in theatre 
can introduce teem to their own 
personalities, mental abilities, tal- 
ents. body action, articulation, 
and we as professionals can help 
teem strengthen these aspects, 
she said. 

Mrs. Awad adds that there sho- 
uld be a movement for children’s 
theatre in Jordan. She believes 
that there should be support from 
the MinKtry of Culture and Arts, 
-the Ministry of Education, sch- 
ools, television, and private sec- 
tors. For the Awads this is very 
rtant because theatre can 


Prince Hassan receives 
participants in Arab 

universities’ conference 

AAU continues deliberations on education policies 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san Monday stressed the need to reconsider cur- 
ricular priorities, particularly in certain scientific 
fields, in order to promote and encourage the aca- 
demic movement and education in the Arab World. 


The Crown Prince, addressing 
participants who are attending the 
1 9th session of the Association of 
Arab Universities (AAU) which 
opened its meetings here Sunday, 
reiterated a call for full-scale coo- 
peration among Arab universities 
with a view to securing optimum 
benefits in education. 

Better standards for pos- 
tgraduates should also be ach- 
ieved so that they can contribute 
to pan-Arab scientific and edu- 
cational development, the Crown 
Prince told the audience during a 
reception at the Royal Court. 

He called on participants to face 
the challenges confronting pan- 
Arab moves towards achieving 
food security and boosting the 
level of science, technology and 
mainly all fields of research. 

The AAU Monday continued 


about the deteriorating edu- 
cational situation in the occupied 
territories due to Israeli ini- 


in is native detention, he con- 
tinued. Teachers hove to face the 
threat of not having their work 
permits renewed by the Israeli 
authorities, he added. 

The six universities in the occ- 
upied West Bank accommodate 
12.000 students, that is app- 
roximately 80 percent of the total 
□umber of students at Yarmouk 
University. Fees are JD 700 to 
S00 annually but the cost of tui- 
tion is mostly covered through 


ervention in the internal affairs of scholarships. The universities 
education institutes. havc graduated a total of lO.mw 

"The five universities on the students but prospects for them t« 
West Bank and the one in the find jobs are diminishing, the pre- 
Gaza Strip are facing accumulated sident said, 
financial crisis and educational He continued that best means t« ■ 

impediments." one president, improve university education i> by 
who requested anonymity, said, initiating close coordination 
The Israeli authorities hinder any a ™ n S unrvereity managements in 
moves to introduce new faculties ® avoid duplicating spe- 

in existing universities nor they cialisations. . .. . 

approve construction of new bui- President ot *- ■ “ 

Idings. the president told the Jor- "f 151 * ad * dd “ n ** Ala ™ “2 
dan Times. He said that the nura- .universities m ** 
her of enrolled siudents in any tones are not subsidised by 
university is also restricted. the government as is the casein 

The Israelis also have check Arab univerwties. The 

points for students and teachers AAl and Ara go L 
on the way to universities, rea- have been requested to give more 
ularly call teachers for questioning support to the universities m the 
and impose house arrest and adm- occupied temtones. 


its meetings under the cha- and impose house arrest and adm- occupim lerruorics. 
irman ship of Yarmouk University 

kartell agfda Land transport union to hold 

general assembly in Cairo 

means to enhance the education. 

Deliberations during Monday’s AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab transport vehicles used by ms 
meetings tackled the status of the Land Transport Union (ALTU) ber countries of the union. 
AAU and participants introduced wfll open its seventh general ass- Among tee other topics on 
certain amendments to articles, embly meeting in Cairo on Sunday agenda is a study prepared by 
Another memo on the convening to discuss activities and plans for Royal Scientific Society (RSSJ 
of a general conference, to be held tee current year and to endorse the cost of transporting go 
in Sana’a. North Yemen, in 1988. the union's final accounts for from Aqaba to Amman and B 
was also discussed and ratified. 1985. According to Mr. Abdullah hdad and statistical data on (; 
The conference will cover uni- Dumur, ALTLTs secretary gen- transport in tee Arab World, 
versity education in the Arab era!, the assembly will also discuss Mr. Dumur went on to say 1 

World until the year 2000. enlarging tee membership of the union wfll examine a wort 

In an interview with the Jordan union, reducing tee membership plan which includes, among ol 
Times the president of a university fees and endorsing unified spe- things, holding two training c 
in the occupied West Bank spoke cifications arid standards for Arab rses run by the ALTU. 


transport vehicles used by mem- 
ber countries of the union. 

Among tee other topics on the 
agenda is a study prepared by tee 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) on 
the’ cost of transporting goods 
from Aqaba to Amman and Bag- 
hdad and statistical data on land 
transport in the Arab World. 

Mr. Dumur went on to say that 
the union wfll examine a working 
plan which includes, among other 
things, holding two training cou- 
rses run by tee ALTU. 


More facilities needed as number of old 
people exacted to double by 2000 




A femfly wifliotit crops — scene from *TIie Witness’ 


the reality around them. 


-FhM'i the first ufa u 1 v-purt nr tick- 
tin old people in Jordan . thcii- 
turds, md tin- services provided for 
the n. 

By Najwa Najjar 

Special to the Jordan Thnes 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Labour and Social Development 
expects the number of senior cit- 
izens in Jordan to double by tee 
year 2000. Presently there are 
some services available for the 
elderly, but the forecast increase 
means teat many more facilities 
will be needed in the future. 

Mr. Rib hi Outturn, assistant 
director of tee Social defence 
Department at the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Development, 
said that senior citizens (60 years 
and above) constitute 3.4 per cent 
of the population. In 1985 it was 
estimated that there was one sen- 
ior citizen in every five families, 
making 53,000 elderly individuals 
in Jordan, said Mr. Outturn. 

The number of senior citizens 
has increased in the past twenty . 
years due to the improvement in 
living and health conditions. This 
is especially true for the past six 
years. According to Mr. Outturn 
in just one year, from 1984 to 
1985, the number of senior cit- 
izens increased by 5, 000. "Prior to 
the 1960's, die elderly did not 
compose a significant segment of 
society," he said, "and therefore 
were not considered targets for 
any projects.” He noted that at 
teat time there was only one home 
for senior citizens. 

Dr. Awni Sa’ad, a clinical psy- 
chiatrist, explained teat in the past 
families could easily cater to the 
needs of the older family members, 
because erf the "extended family" 
concept. Since each family has 
seven or eight children who lived 
in the same area as the rest of the 
family, they could all share the 
burden of caring for tee older fam- 
ily members, he said. Because of 
this arrangement, society did not 
feel the need to provide for the 
elderly. 

Weakening family ties. 

However, as industrial and soc- 
ial development took place. Dr. 
Sa'ad said that family members 
began migratmg to cities or even 
leavmg the country in search of 
work. This often meant that one 
child was left to support his elderly 
parents and it is difficult for one 
child to support a family, said Dr. 
Sa’ad. 

He continued teat advanced 
facilities for senior citizens can be 
found in the industrial world since 
they have passed through this 
form of development. Jordanian 
society, on the other hand, is unp- 
repared for the increasing number 


iOl 


■W 


Old people need special medical care due to failing eyesight, hearing 
and physical problems associated with old age (J.T. file photo) 

of senior citizens and con- recommendations. The centre for 
sequendy tee appropriate fac- the elderly at the ministry follows 
ilitiesare not avail able or very lira- up tee study and deckles whether 
ited. “1 think tee need for these tee family can look after tee old 
facilities will become increasingly person or not. According to tee 
felt as we become more dev- law. inheritors must maintain 
eloped, so we should think and their relatives. Only if the elderly 
pi an carefully for the future.” said has no relatives and no financial 
Dr. Sa'ad. means, or if they are physically 

The Ministry of Labour and unable to care for themselves, or if 
Social Development has esr- their relatives cannot support 
imated that tee majoriry of tee teem, is tee request to put teem tn 
elderly are in need of extra family an institution accepted. A senior 
care and it is expected teat many citizen can apply in person at tee 
more senior citizens will be req- welfare office if he or she wants to 
uiring support in the future: "Old live in one of tee homes, 
people will need extra help in the 

coming 20 years as relationships Ministry programmes 
with their kin weaken ,” said Mr 

Outturn. In addition to voluntary org- 

anisation institutions, the Ministry 
Voluntary institutions of Labour and Social Dev- 
elopment offers two alternative 
Presently there are three types programmes. The first is the host/ 
■of. services offered to the elderly: family project under which fin- 
institutions. the host/famfly pro- ancial support is given to ind- 
ject and direct aid. There are three ividuals who wish to care for the’ 
institutions set up by voluntary elderly. Funds are from donations 
organisations in the whole of Jor- . and voluntary organisations and 
dan. The Princess Muna Centre the family’s monthly allowance is 
for Old People located in Zarka is J D 40. At the moment 40 senior 
for females only. Women con- citizens are involved in this pro- 
stitute one third' of the 120 ind- gramme, 
ividuals presently residing in The second programme is direct 
homes, said Mr. Outturn. The aid to married couples over tee 
remaining two thirds are males age of 60, with no children rel- 
and they are housed in the White atives or assets. Under thB sch-’ 
Bed Home in Juweidi and the eme, 4,000 couples recieveJD 15 
Home of Peace in Tla Al All. a month from the Ministry of Lab- 
Until tee senior citizen is pla- our and Social Development and 

ced man institute, tee Ministry of Mr. Outturn said that this sum will 
Ubour and Social Development rise to JD 30 at tee beemmne of 
has temporary lodging? for the April or May. 6 

elderly At tee ministry’s special TTie Ministry prefers to mo- 
centre, the elderly are categorised mote the host/family project or 
mt° age, sex and social bac- give- the elderly couples aid rateer 
kgrouad before they are sent to an than placing senior citizens in 
. , homes. Institutions are left as a 

■ *° P'** a relative m one of last resort because, according to 
these homes requires more than Mr. Quttnrri“in our society ms- 
just wanting to” said Mr. Outturn, timtionalisatkm is not favourable 
Bjlammg tee process he said or appropriate because we are 
tot relates apply at to used to to family environment 
social welfare office and a social which is ootpresentin institutions 
woricer visits to family and makes no matter how pleasant toy are” 
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Assessment time 


WE WOULD fike to add our voice to tbose who share the 
thoughts of His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and 
Yannook University President Adrian Badran on the quality 
and direction of higher education in the Arab World, delivered 
‘before the meetfag here this week of the Association of Arab 
Universities. While the Arab World as a whole can take pride 
in the expansion of higher education during the past two dec- 
ades, it is time now to reassess the quality of the tens of 
thousands of students who graduate with university degrees 
every year, and the fall potential of die thousands of professors 
who make up the teaching faculties. 

We sometimes have the impression that our universities are 
producing a growmg stream of graduates without always hav- 
ing a dear idea of the basic purpose of higher education, or of 
the linkages that should exist between academia and the world 
of industry, agriculture and applied research, it would be a 
useful exercise to calcnhUe how much money Arab gov- 
ernments mid private sector firms have spent on hiring foreign 
consultants to cany out studies Chat could often be done by 
qualified Arab experts in our universities. It would also be 
osefal to determme why Arab universities have not developed 
the khids of semi-in dependent research institutions and thfaik- 
fanif«B that are a hallmar k of universities throughout the dev- 
eloped industrial world. 

Surely, we do not lack the qualified manpower and wout- 
anpower, for thousands of quality Arab academics, scientists 
and researchers are working today in universities in Europe, 
North America and the Pacific Basin. The answer, we would 
guess, lies in the fundamental role of universities in the Arab 
World. Are our universities supposed to be centres'of original 
and applied research, designed to interact with our public and 
private sectors and use their expertise to help resolve our 
developmental challenges? Or are they an isolated, exalted and 
self-contained universe unto themselves, content to torn out 
large quantities of graduates who relate to their societies in 
virtually the same manner as do our prhnary and secondary 
school students? Is the purpose of a university to teach students 
to think creatively, or only passively and enmlatively? The 
Arab World has spent billions of dinars oa higher edneation m 
recent decades, with imprecise results. It is time for a deep 
assessment of ho w cost effective that expenditure has been, and 
bow it could be Inqiroved. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

A l Ra'i: Preemptive strike 


THE Iraqi pilots have dealt a devastating blow to the Iranian 
forces destroying more than 500 tanks and armoured vehicles 
that have been massed along die border for another Iranian 
aggression. This preemptive strike was carried out in self- 
defence and to repel danger before it is directed against the 
Iraqi people. The new technique would no doubt impede the 
Iranian plans and thwart their evil intentions. The success of 
the pilots' mission reveals the fact that the Iraqis have acq- 
uired excellent experience in their war against the invaders, 
and a final success will eventually have its beneficial effect on 
the whole Arab region ■ The successes of the Iraqi forces in the 
battlefield are a cause of fear for the Israelis who still believe 
that the Arabs are incapable of handling sophisticated wea- 
pons and unable to meet their adversaries in the battlefield. 
Iraq which has been extending a hand for peace, finds itself 
forced to send out its pilots to attack Iranian regions in self- 
defence and in a -bid to abort all Iranian plans and ambitious 
designs in Arab territory. 


AI Dastour: American policies 


A statement by one of the American State Department off- 
icials in which he called on Arab countries to absorb the 
Palestinians living in their countries, constitute a precedent of 
a highly dangerous proportion. This statement, coming from a 
country which is totally biased towards the Israelis, reflects 
that country’s intention of pursuing the same policies of pro- 
viding unlimited help for the aggressors in defiance of the 
international community’s will. This statement could be a 
harbinger of a new American polity that would be more and ‘ 
more inclined towards supporting the Israelis and their act- 
ions , and is clearly a violation of all United Nations resolutions 
on Palestine . Though such a statement does not unveil further 
proof of America's support for the Israeli aggressors, yet 
adopting such a stand reflects Washington's new look towards 
the Palestinian refugee issue and should be confronted from 
the start. If no strong reaction is drawn from the Arab cou- 
ntries, the American administration will no doubt be enc- 
ouraged to take further steps in this respect and might adopt 
the statement as part of its official policy. 


Sawt A l Shaab: Bolstering ties with Syria 


THE cabinet has reportedly formed new teams to handle joint 
projects carried out in cooperation with Syria in a bid to start 
afresh oa the road of joint cooperation in economic, industrial 
and information fields. The new step is another constructive 
effort on the part of the government to reactivate the eco- 
nomy, and at the same time bolster brotherly ties with the 
Syrian people. Jordan and Syria have gone a good way in their 
joint march leading towards the fulfilment of aspired goals. 
The Jordanian and Syrian people can now move along a 
secure path characterised by coordination and consultation, 
which eventually will lead to serving the national causes. Arab 
migh t, strength and unified stand can help the Arabs to regain 
their rights and! safeguard their interests. 







Fundamentalism growing in secular Egypt 


By Robert H. Reid 

The Associated Press 
ASSIUT, Egypt — More than 100 
university students listened att- 
entively as a hospital director lec- 
tured on how science “proves” the 
Holy Koran was dictated by God. 

Bearded young men and fully 
veiled women applauded as he 
told them the Muslim holy book 
contains information about emb- 
ryology and the human brain 
which the Prophet Mohammed, 
die 7th century founder of Islam, 
could have only learned from 
God. 

The recent lecture here ste- 
mmed from a growmg interest in 
Muslim fundamentalism in Egy- 
ptian society. Tdfliwie m il i tants 
hope toe revival will one day lead 
i the Western-oriented government 
of President Hosni Mubarak to 
! impose strict Islamic law. 

They are trying tq win the sup- 
port of Egypt's future leaders, 
doctors, teachers, lawyers and 
engineers — by promoting Islam 


among students here and els- 
ewhere. 

The lecture was sponsored by 
the Islamic Student Association, 
whkh won control of die Assiui 
University student government 
last year despite the opposition of 
local authorities. 

The fundamentalists’ goal is a 
society based on Islamic pri- 
nciples, hostile to Israel, free of 
what they consider cultural and 
political domination by the United 
States or the Soviet Union. 

“We differ from the Egyptian 
government in this idea,” said 
medical student Osama Rushdy, a 
leader of the association. 

“They, want to separate gov- 
ernment and religion. But we want 
to put the Mamie religion in all 
aspects of life and pressure the 
government to put it in. We want 
to legain our land, which is Pal- 
estine, and govern it under Islamic 
principles.’’ 

It is difficult to gauge the extent 
of support for Islamic law, or 


“Sharia,” within the Muslim 
community, which mntra up 90 
per cent of Egypt’s 49 million 
people. The rest of the population 
is mostly Coptic orthodox Chr- 
istian, ■*. 

“Most of the Muslims the- 
mselves oppose die extremists,” 
said a Christian priest, who spoke 
on condition he not be named. 
“You see, most of the opposition 
mny» from Muslims the- 
mselves. Christians have not spo- 
ken out because our numbers are 
too small.” 

Although support for ext- 
remists may be limited, interest in 
Islam has been growmg over the 
past decade. Some young women 
are shunning Western dress for 
full Islamic veil. Crowds overflow 
mosques-in Cairo, Alexandria and 
other cities during Friday prayers. 

George Couragenis, a Cairo lib- 
rarian, said the number of Islamic 
publishing houses has mus- 
hroomed so rapidly he cannot 
keep track of their numbers. 


The vigour with which Muslim 
extremists are trying to promote a 
religious revival can be seen in this 
city of some 250,000, located 380 
kilometres south of Cairo. 

Fosters at die train station adv- 
ertise weekly lectures cm Islam at a 
local mosque. The posters feature 
a Koran and crossed swords, sym- 
bol cf die banned Muslim Bro- 
therhood. 

University and government off- 
icials in Assiut tolerate the student 
association. But they have sto- 
pped it from sponsoring lectures 
by militant preachers such as 
Omar Abdul Rahman, who was 
twice acquitted of involvement in 
the 1981 assassination of Pre- 
sident Anwar Sadat. 

Egyptian authorities have been 
confounded for decades by howto ■ 
respond to Mamie extremism in a 
country where most people con- 
sider themselves devout Muslims. 

After overthrowing the mon- 
archy in 1952, die new gov- 
ernment freed jailed members of 


the Muslim Brotherhood. It also 
imprisoned former Prime Minister 
Ibrahim Abdel Hady for aadring 

down on the Brotherhood and all- 
egedly ordering die assassination 
of its founder, Hassan AI Banna, 
in the 1940s. 

But the Brotherhood was sup- 


one erf its members tried to ass- 
assinate then-Primc .Minister 
Gamai Abdel Nasser. 

Sadat tried to make .peace with 
die fundamentalists. 

' He freed a number of jailed 
Muslim activists and made ove- 
rtures to the Islamic community. 
He frequently attended prayer. 

services to promote iris image as a 

devout Muslim. At the same time, 

he stressed his com mitm ent to 

secular government. 

He also amended die con- 
stitution to make Islam the basis 

for Egyptian law. Harsher aspects 

of the Muslim code, such as limb 
amputations for thieves and a ban 
oa alcohol, were never imposed. 


Profiles of key figures on 

French political scene 


Reuter 


PARIS — Following are brief por- 
traits of key French politicians in 
Sunday’s general elections: 


Jacques Chirac (woo) 


Jacques Chirac, 53-year-old 
mayor of Paris and leader of the 
Gaulhst RPR party; is a man of 
fierce energy and ambition who 
has left a mixed trad of friends and 
foes in nearly 20 years in politics. 

After helping centre-rigbt lea- 
der Valery Discard (TEstaing win 
the presidency in 1974, Chirac 
was made prime minister but he 
fell out-wilh Giscard and resigned 
in 1976. The two patched op their 
quarrels last year to seal an ele- 
ctoral pact, although strains rem- 
ain. 

The tall, jocular politician has 
won a large following in Paris for 
his efficient management of the 
capital since 1977. But his abr- 
asive style and swing to liberalism 
have left him t railing well behind 
rival Raymond Barre in opinion 
polls on prospective presidential 
candidates. 


by President Giscard (TEstaing. 
He exited m disgrace after the Soc- 
ialist victory of 1981, one of the 
least popular recent prime min- 
isters due to his anti-inflationary 
policies. 

Barre, 61 , has campaigned aga- 
inst the Socialists but has refused 
to join forces with rivals Giscard 
and Chirac, whom he criticises for 
accepting the principle of “coh- 
abitation.” 


Jacques Chaban-Delinas (won) 


Laurent Fabius (lost) 


Jacques Chaban-Delinas, 71, 
mayor of Bordeaux for the past 39 
years, has been largely absent 
from the national political scene 
since 1974 when he was defeated 
in the race for the presidency by 
Giscard (f Estaing. 

A jaunty (politician who in his 
youth was a top tenuis player and 
rugby international, Cfaaban still 
cuts a dashing figure. As a pro- 
minent libera] Gaul list he has 
been widely tipped as a leading 
candidate to form a conservative 
government under Socialist Pre- 
sident Francois Mitterrand. 

Valery Giscard d’Estaing 
(won) 


Laurent Fabius made French 
history in July 1984 when at the 
age of 37 he was appointed Pre- 


Valery Giscard d’Estaing, the 
60-yea r-okl centre-right leader 
ousted as president by Mitterrand 


sklent Francois Mitterrand’s sec- ,, m 1981, could be offered the pre- 
ood cabinet leader, becoming thie ” miership cr -finance ministry, 
youngest prime minister in mote _ . The founder of die UDF fed- 


than 100 years. 

A smooth-talking brilliant tec- 
hnocrat with a no-nonsense style, 
Fabius is one of several Socialists 
tipped to take over from Mit- 
terrand as party leader and pre- 
sidential candidate. 

But the prime minister’s mod- 
erate policies have alienated rad- 
ical Socialists, while rivals criticise 
his speedy rise to the top of the * 
party as Mitterrand's protege. 


eration of small centrist parties, 
Giscard made a political come- 
back in 1984 and sinee then has 
played a big role oa the national 
scene. 


Giscard and his former prime 
minister Chirac, after papering 
over a quarrel, were leading arc- 
hitects of the joint RPR-UDF 
opposition programme for gov- 
ernment signed in January. 


Raymond Barre (woo) 


Simone Vefl (won) 


After a period in the political 
wilderness only fiye years ago, 
opposition maverick Raymond 
Barre has made a stunning come- 
back, toppling political popularity 
charts for more than a year as the. 
man the French want most as their 
next president. 

A former economics professor 
whose textbooks are standard 
works in French universities, he 
I was named prime minister in 1976 


Simone Vefl, 58. one of the few 
women to have emerged in Fra- 
nce's male-dominated French pol- 
itical world, has for more than a 
decade remained near the top of 
the popularity polls. ‘ 

A member of the UDF, she ser- 
ved as president cf the European 
Parliament from 1 979-82 and cur- 
rently heads the liberal group in 
that assembly. She has ma j n frfrwri 
the image of an independent pol- 
itician. 



Japanese landowners oppose renewal of U.S. bases lease 

By emp Kawakatsa 


TOKYO — With toe lease of the 
US. air base on Okinawa sch- 
eduled to expire in May 1987, the 
Japanese governments preparing 
to feed off objections of several 
thousand landowners who oppose 
extension of the lease for another 
.20 years. 

. When the Okxnawa Prefectural 
Land ' Exploitation Commission 
held a public hearing ffccently, the 
opposition was expected to be 
hi g h among the 2,092 owners of 
650,000 square metres of land 
who refuse to let it be used by the 
U5. military. The area includes 
the air base and 26 other military 
installations oa the island. 


Situated at Kadena in die mid- 
dle of Okinawa Island, die U.S. 
Fifth Air Force’s base covers 20 
square kilometres and includes 
two 3.7 kilometre long runways. 

Some plots inside the runways 
and on their periphery, totaling 
2,000 square metres, are owned 
by air base opponents who call 
themselves “one-tsubo” lan- 
downers. A“tsubo” is a Japanese 
unit of area equivalent to roughly 
four square yards. 

Eager to see the US. military 
pull out of this southern Japan isl- 
and, some opponents have dev- 
ised a system in which many peo- 
ple have purchased only one tsobo 
of land from the origmal Japanese 


landowner. 

The foetir will make it difficult 
for the Japanese government to 
negotiate with the Americans 
because it is legally required to 
negotiate first with each of the 
land-owners. 

The cne-tsubo strategy has also 
been used by activists to stymie 
efforts by the Japanese gov- 
ernment to build an additional 
: -runway at the Nari&faternational 
-Airport near Tokyo. • 

When Okinawa reverted to 
Japanese administration in 1982. 
about 30,000 people then owned 
land in use by the U-S. mflitaiy. In 
file next tea years, that number 
dropped to 150, as the result of 
generous offers to landowners 
from the Japanese government. 

Only smee the Anti-War Ass- 
ociation of 6ne-Tsubo Land- 
owners appeared in December 
1982 has the number of land- 
owners surged. The association 
claims about 700 members in its 
main islands aid 1,200 on Oki- 
nawa. 


the Moody Okinawa battle and I 
will never know precisely where 
he was killed. I know many of our 
members lost their relatives in the 
battle and are eager to protect 
young people fr o m war.” 

Knicni Kato, director-general 
of tiie Japan Defence Agency, 


does not conceal his displeasure 
with the one-tsubo movement. 

at the Lower House 
met Committee last Dec- 
ember, he commented, “I wfll 
never understand their mov- 


ement” — Asahi News Service, 
Tokyo. 


“It is really a shock to us,” said 
Tsuneo Kasahara, chief cf fac- 
ilities at the Okinawa Defence 
Facilities Bureau. “I had no idea 
that there were as many as 700 
one-tsubo landowners in the main 
islands.” 

One association member, Shi- 
genobu Uehara, explained his 
involvement: “I lost my father in 


‘...according to Western diplomats’ 


By Jonathan Steele 


MOST British correspondents 
covering the Falklands war were 
indignant at the way the Ministry 
of Defence fed them selected and 
one-sided reports of the fighting. 
Supported by colleagues from 
other countries, they vowed they 
would never be “used” this way in 
a war again . 

This proud stand differs, reg- 
rettably, from tiie way things ope- 
rate in the modi longer, and more 
difficult war in Afghanistan. For 
six years now, before tiie Fal- 
klands war and since, British, 
American and other reporters 
have been attending one-sided 
briefings on the Afghan war, and 
usually transmitting the stories 
without any checking. 

The weekly briefings at the 
American and British embassies 
in Delhi and Islamabad are known 
to those who take part as tiie 
“Tuesday Follies.” But in the 
competitive climate of Western 
jouraafem they are taken ser- 
iously enough for few reporters to 
risk boycotting them. 

Led by the wire services where 
pressures for a “good story” and a 
“stitmg lead” frequently outweigh 
natural scepticism and sound jud- 
gment, tiie stories flash to rec- 
eptive news desks. When no Wes- 
tern forces are directly involved 
and the “enemy” is the Soviet 
Union, distinctions between hard 
news, soft news, and outright pro- 
paganda sec m,jo lose all validity. 

At a recent U-S. briefing in Isl- 
amabad I was astonished to hear 
that tiie town of Paghman, just 


outside me Atgnan capital, Kabul, 
“appears to remain firmly in the 
hands of file resistance despite 
repeated regime and Soviet efforts 
to assert military control over the 
area.” Eight days earlier I had 
been taken to Paghman by Afghan 
government officials whom I had 
challenged to prove that what the 
Western embassies were saying 
was wrong. From my observation 
tiie Afghan government was right 
It is not hard to understand why 
the briefings are accident-prone 
when one realises that diplomats 
in Kabul, who compile the weekly 
reports and cable them to India 
and Pakistan, are not permitted to 
go out of Kabul by the Afghan 
authorities. 


The briefings contain two cat- 
egories of mflitaty information. 
One is a laundry list cf sights and 
sounds erf Kabul, consisting of air- 
craft and troop movements, and 
nigh t time gun and rocket noise. 
(The Americans have a man on 
their embassy roof all njght). This 
type of information is broadly 
accurate even though its sig- 
nificance is often vague. Where 
were the helicopters going? Who 
in the night time was shooting at 
whom and what happened? 

Then there are events beyond 
Kabul. Their accuracy depends 
entirely on tiie reliability of the 
source. Is it bazaar gossip, rumour 
picked up by embassy cooks and 
night watchmen, or word filtered 
back from the conscript son or 
cousins of diplomats’ - servants? 
The briefings never nuke this 
dear. 

True or false, the stories were 


all one-sided. “Any Mujaheddin 
casualties?” the hard-bitten Voice 
of America correspondent, Don 
Larrimore, asked after tiie emb- 
assy briefs recounted a dash in 
which “seven officers and scores 
of Soviet and Afghan government 
solid ers were killed or wounded.” 

“I don’t see -any mot i on of 
any,” said the briefer scanning his 
cable. “There hardly ever is” 
Alex B irxiie of the Guardian and 
BBC explamed afterwards. “It’s 
one triumph after another.” 

Wire-service reporters at that 
briefing included a P akistani rep- 
resentative of the Associated 
Press (who also writes for tiie 
Daily Telegraph), and other s fr om 
Agence France Presse, the West 
German DPA, and the Saudi news 
agency. There was a man from the 
Japanese “moonie” paper, 
Sekai-Nippo, a man who doubles 
for Radio Free Europe and ano- 
ther “moome” paper, the Wa> 
hingtbn Times, and a US. fre- 
elancer. 


At the British embassy the bri- 
efing was better because it inc- 
luded non-mflitaiy items, such as 
political and economic dev- 
elopments and a selection of “reg- 
ime claims” which went some way 
to balancing the list of Muj- 
aheddin successes. 

• The accuracy of tiie military 
information was open to the same 
caveats as that provided by the 
US. briefing. “All villages within 
40 kilometres of Jalalabad have 
been destroyed,” said one sit- 
uation report in the very week that 

I was visiting thriving villages in 
that area. 


Whether the tone of the bri- 
efings is gung-ho or modest, exa- 
ggerated or cautious depends on 
the style of the diplomat who wri- 
tes it An embassy which wanted 
to slip in deliberately false “disin- 
formation” obviously has tiie per- 
fect outlet. The system would not 
work if journalists (fid not go along 
with it. In the context of a war in 
which the Afghan and Soviet side 
never show independent jou- 
rnalists the fighting, some argue 
that the Western briefings are bet- 
ter than nothing. Others daim the 
briefings are only one source 
among others, and provide raw 
material for checking. 

The speed with which the sto- 
ries appear on the international 
wires suggests that little or no che- 
cking is done. Reporters who att- 
end the Islamabad briefings say 
they sometimes bounce the tales 
from Kabul on to their Muj- 
aheddin contacts as a check, but 
the reporters who go to tiie Delhi 
briefings have no such contacts. 
They file anyway. Some reporters 
complain that, even when they 
disbelieve tiie briefing and do not 
file, their newspapers sometimes 
print a news agency version bec- 
ause it sonnds good or just to fill a 

space. The Guardian has suc- 
cumbed! to this temptation 

The result is that week after 
week the -Western world is being 
fed a story of Mujaheddin success 
and Soviet discomfiture which 
may be far from the truth. Tfe 
only beneficiaries, at least in tiie 
short term, are the Mujaheddin 
and their political and military 
backers. Later on , the bobble may 
burst — The G uardian 



An early April fool’? 


To the Editor: 


AS “JRanda Habib’s Coiner” has, in its’ time, stirred up many a 
Hornets nest,” I look forward eagerly each week to read wha- 
tever controversial subject she has devised for us. 

On reading the March 10th column I thought: “Oh! Good for 
her! She's coining to the aid of the workers'” On reading on 
however I discovered that the “work rales” she had included in 
her article seemed vaguely familiar. Then I remembered having 
seen them before. A short while ago they were widely available in 
most book-stores in A mm an, in either card or poster form awH 
toeant to be taken as a joke; tasteless maybe, but depending on 
your sense of humour, a joke, nevertheless. There is one of these 
posters ma small but popular “take-away” cafe in Amman, 
/ prominently displayed for the amusement of its customers. 

1 mused for a long while cm this, wondering how Randa bad 
been hoaxed into believing that these “rales" were actually aut- 
hentic laws laid down by some medieval tyrant gloa ting and 
holding a whip over desk loads of cowering typists here in 
Amman. (Who is this fagin?) we should be told! 

Aftermuch thought I came to the only conclusion that made 
Ranoa always plays a joke on “April Fools 
Day. This is it, but something awfaj happened and it wasn't held 
over until the great day. Heads wilj roll undertile printing presses 
Anyway Randa, we, your fans expect and deserve an exp- 
^tion. Don t you agree? Keep up the good work, my friends 


Mairs Uzazi 

Amman 


What to do with Marcos? 


To the Editor: 


IN the 
wasi 


it of the overwhelming evidence that the Marcos clique 

~§ a debaucherous life suited for a world emperor attire 

expense of the poor millions of the Phffippines. one could only 
"*** * retribatkM1 to the ousted president andTtc 



wife IrocJda. 

~ ' a * roost lopcal sentence is a slow, meh-by-ineb death for- 
Marcos and Imekia at the hands of the Fflmino tfeople in the 
streets of Manila. Well, this wish is not exactly compatible with the 
mtemrirional Donnsof conduct advocated by the moderates of the 
worid. So, let us go to the next choice. 

confinement for both in an mtdmgrouiKi dungeon 
where each has to pay $10 million for every glass erf water and 

M^ S ^w^^ (00Urte ^ £i 6sander Dumas “The Count of 
Mont ® )• No wrier or food when the money runs out. 

, t J vfarcos 30(1 Imekia loose in the Saharan desert with a 
half-filkd water-can and a loaf of bread. It would be fun to watch 


TmhM?^ last . dl0 f e V? o y fa ^ S^ ltest » is to allow Marcos and 

and five in one of those slums that 
deoorate die Rutippmes’ capital. The couple should out in 12 
faoura^haidtofla day for i° pesos and iettium findouthowlffe 

manages to tire without 


3,000 pairs of footwear, $26, 
costing $30,000 each. 


worth of : 


and dresses 


Mar- 




the.worid ™u!d I be nSnS to £ 
treasm^ and helpManiJa restore some kind of order inits$25 
billion foreign d&t situation. Well what do yon ftStt ‘ ‘ - 


Miguel D. Pereira 
Amman 


'■nfr 


i iS 


however. 

Detente was brief* 

in September 1981» ofad** 
broke out between Muslims and 
Christians in Cairo; opposition by 
fandamentaiist sheiks to peace 
with Israel mounted. Sadat o«d- 
ered the sirtest of some IpOO « 
his religious and secnlar opp- 
onents. 

A month later, Sadat was ass- 
assinated by Islamic fun- 
damentaKsts. . 

L&e Sadat, Mubarak has toed 
to simultaneously show respect for 
the Muslim faith, isolate fun- 
damentaiisxn and m ai nta i n * see-, 
ular government. 

Parliament, which is controlled 
by hk party but which includes 
several Brotherhood members, 
has rejected immediate inq>~ 
lamentation of Isfamfc law. 

Ins tead, committees were for- 
med to study ways of inc- 
orporating Islam into the legal 
code, a move extremists believe is 
a staffing tactic. 
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•Lenten fast can contribute to welfare of the poor 


By Reverend Musa Adeli 

** ALL religions have their qcc- 
*■ asionaHast and feastdays during 

mX -I 


the year. The MusKrosobserve the 
i fast daring the month of Ramadan 
l followed by the feast of A1 Fitr. 

The Christians have their forty 
; c days lent — one of fasting and 
penance — terminating in the rio- 
rious Easier celebrations. The 
-t* Hindus maintain days of fast and 
abstinence at certain times and 
they celebrate the feasts of 
“Light” jmd “Hbti." 

Some- view religion as. soxn- 
e thing personal between the ind- 
v ividna] and God. They say that it is 
't enough to have an intimate eoro- 
^ reunion with the Deity in pra- 
yerful solitude. It is not entirely 
correct. Collective worship of God 
- is enjoined by all religions as a 
-_ social obligation of expressing the 


community’s dependence on Him. 
The observance c*f feasts and fasts 
are also to be Understood in tins 


context. ’ 

Most people understand the 
importance of festal activities 
which would involve an amount of 
prayer aod worship. But many do 
riot grasp suffidentiy well the sig- 
nificance of fasts and abstinence. 

The purposes for which fasting 
and abstinence, advocated by all 
religions are almost tire same. 
Such set^deoying acts, first of all, 
have a purificatory effect, ben- 
eficial to the spiritual soul. The 
general notion is that man has fal- 
len away from God through sin — 
which is breaking tire divine laws 
by man's deliberate wflL And as 
such man has to undergo certain 
punishment to atone for his sinful* 


actions: It is not enough to express 
sorrow for sins through an internal 
whisper but must be shown thr- 
ough fast and abstinence, as man’s 
body too cooperated in the acts of 
sin. The Christian ceremony of 
smearing of peoples’ forehead 
with ashes, for exanrole, on ash- 
Wednesday symbolises man's 
repentance and the beginning of 
fast and abstinence to atone for his 
sms. 

Secondly, one might say , fasting 
and abstinence have an economic 
aspect Considerable amount of 
money could be saved by fasting 
and abstinence and that could be 
utilised to do charitable works for 
the poor. 

In some countries people obs- 
erve what is known as tiie “famtiy 
fast” The normal amount of food 
is prepared in the family (malting 


he type' 

go bad if oot used); then each one 
of the family members holds back 
and only eats what he/she decides 
upon. What is left over at the end 
of the day is arranged oc dishes 
and taken to some really poor fam- 
ily or to a beggar in me street 
taking good care as oot to offend 
the susceptabilities of the poor 
which should always be respected . 

If this practice does not seem 
feasible, the family simply cal- 
culates the amount of money 
saved and gives it to some poor or 
to a fund-raising agency for the 
poor such as “the Holy Childhood 
Collection.'’ Parents also can enc- 
ourage children to drop 1 fills a 
day from the pocket money they 
give them to buy sweets into the 
box specifically kept in schools 
and other places for donations. 


meant to help the poor. 

Abstinence does not only con- 
cern food. What about smoking, 
drinking, parties, television, 
video-viewing? What about fee- 
ling the pavement under the feet 
sometimes, instead of always tak- 
ing the car? What about just being 
polite and patient with others all 
tiie time? Fasting and abstinence 
ultimately should help Wisriph'n g 
tiie body, regulate and control 
one's irascible tendencies, and 
transform ooe’s attitudes towards 
others. 

In Jordan, there are many soc- 
ieties and charitable org- 
anisations, both religious and sec- 
ular, doing wonderful work for. the 
poor. This does not mean that tire 
entire responsibility of looking 
after the less fortunate and needy 
falls only on such charitable ins- 


titutions or organisations. Ail 
people at all times cannot dedicate 
themselves to the cause of the 
poor and that is quite und- 
erstandable. But they are all adv- 
ised to contribute something as 
their share at least at specified 
times of the year. For the Chr- 
istian people lenten period is the 
occasion when they can contribute 
their mite in the uplift of the poor 
through their fast and abstinence. 

Lent, as the poet put it is a time 
to “fast bum thy sin as well as 
from thy bin." The message is 
dear. Fasting at table to be sure, 
but it should include also abs- 
taining from all that alienate us 
from God and our neighbour. Let 
us do it quietly. Lent starts with 
ash- Wednesday that falls cm 19th 
of this month and ends with Easter 
Sunday, 4th May. 


Singapore wrestles with the problem of growing old 


By Lai Kwok Km 

Reuter 

SINGAPORE — Two decades 
after launching a major pro- 
gramme to curb population 
growth, Singapore is beginning to 
wonder if its efforts have proved 
too successful. 

Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew’s 
government, which urged couples 
to have only two children, now 
fears tiie island state could end up 
pext century with too few people 
in their working prime to support 
the growing ranks erf the aged. 

Officials say the government 
may eventually be forced to rev- 
erse its two-child policy to deal 
with the problem. 

If Singapore’s 2.6 million 
predominantly-Chinese pop- 
ulation ages too quickly, it could 
lead to expensive health care pro- 
blems and a shortage of workers 
and soldiers. 

Official statistics show the 
number of Singaporeans aged 64 
and above wfll rise fourfold to 
make q> 20 per cent of tiie total 
population by 2030, the year the 
^population is projected to start 
' declining after hitting a 3.2 million 
peak. 

And economists reckon Sin- 
gapore faces the prospect of a 
worker shortage as the 13 milfion- 
labour force nears zero gro w th 
towards 2000. 

Member of parliament and soc- 
iologist Aline Wong said: 
very serious. The next ccnturvjs 
only -15 years away and we must 
act b efore then to a t least pos- 
tponeThe problem?" 

“We must look again at our 
two -child policy, health care and 
old age programmes and help old 
folk contribute to the workforce," 


she told Redteis. 

A government report issued this 
year says the fall in the labour 
force growth rate was tiie direct 
result of successful family pla- 
nning programmes. 

More worrying than possible 
manpower shortages, economists 
say, is the prospect of the ageing 
trend draining funds from the 
Central Provident Fond, an enf- 
orced savings scheme which now 
holds 24 bfifion Singapore dollars 
($12 billion). 

Workers employers cur- 
rently contribute 25 per cent of 
total wages to tiie fund which fin- 
ances national development pro- 
jects, although the employers’ 
input is being cut to 10 per cent in 
April as part of a package of 
pim p - priming econo mic mea- 
sures unveiled recently. 

Apart from buying flats, wor- 
kers can only withdraw their sav- 
ings after reaching the retirement 
age of 55. 

Analysts for British sto- 
ckbrokers Phillips and Drew said 
in a report that fund payouts may 
exceed contributions when the 
republic’s post-war baby boom 
workforce starts to withdraw its 
savings at the turn of the century. 

Many residents are worried that 
the government may not have 
enough funds to meet tiie exp- . 
ected payment deluge. 

A government paper recently 
said fond payouts might be wit- 
hheld till the age of 65 to make old 
folk continue working, sparking a 

^bfiFft56?err ; 

„.-jThe paper.! also, suggested that 
homes for the aged, except those 
■ forthe sick and destitute, be pha- 
sed oat, and proposed laws-to 
force younger Singaporeans to 
support aged parents. 

Singapore has 3,700 aged in 63 



Sngapore's comprehensive health delivery system reaches both young and old. Members from the Home Nursing Foundation make 
periodic visits to old people to monitor their health, 
old folks’ homes, including three Lastyear,it made it compulsory 

run by the state,, but is prepared for everyone to set aside op to 
only to take in old people with 15,000 dollars (57,500) of their 
absolutely no dependeqts. ... .Central Provident Fund savings 
• The recommendations have yet #J “ for medical care to cut national 
tp ; be approved, ; frut^the gov-^lrealtii spending. ^ 

eminent consistently says it wants Deputy Prime Minister Goh 

to transfer the burden of care to Chok Tong said last month that 
die individual and community to two community health. centres for 
prevent the island turning into a the aged will be built each year to 
debt-ridden welfare state. cut down long-term ins- 


titutionalised health care. 

The centres, each catering to up 
to 200 old folk, will help them con- 
tinue living at home, supported by 
their families, and neighbours. - 
. But as families ahripk, the sup- 
port base for the aged may cru- 
mble. 

Prime Minister Lee introduced 
a scheme in 1984 to encourage 
university-educated mothers to 


have a third child, allowing ri»em 
to jump the queue for choice sch- 
ools, but the government was for- 
ced to scrap the polity after strong 
pubfic criticism . 

Lee has also set up a mat- 
chmaking unit for career-minded 
graduate wo men, sending them on 
“Love Boat" style cruises and 
candlelight dinners with potential 
graduate husbands. 


Condoms, panties, A-bomb- — old images for poet laureate 


By David Zimmerman 

t' Reuter 

FAIRFIELD, Connecticut — The 
last time Robert Penn Warren 
wrote on request, he fired con- 
doms, panties and the atomic 
bomb at his readers in a stunning 
evocation of the absurdity of war. 

As the first US. poet laureate, 
his readers are in store for another 
shock — he won’t write any verse 
at all trying instead to avoid the 
political minefields of Washington 
and the mantle of “national app- 
lauder.” 

The 80-year-old Pulitzer 
prize-winning author of “All The 
King’s Men" spoke with Reuters 
for several hours last week in the 
^living room of his Connecticut 
"■ home, a converted 18th century 
bam an hour’s drive north of New 
York City. 

His wife, writer Eleanor Clark, 
-served cam of soda and beer, and 
theirblack cocker Spaniel dog cur- 
led on the rug sleeping as the dying 
sun glinted over the old Stemway 


grand piano and exposed cedar 
beams of the cathedral ceiling. 

The Warrens spend their days 
writing, reading books, walking or 
working outdoors. They own no 
television and cafe lithe about scr- 
eaming newspaper headlines. 

* 'The (space shuttle) Challenger 
explosion. No, no, I couldn’t write 
an ode about ft,” Warren said in 
his soft Kentucky drawl, rea- 
ffirming his belief that the position 
he was appointed to last Thursday 
by the Library of Congress wfll 
remain free of the politicians. 

“I can’t see myself doing that, 
even though I did it once. I was 
asked by a publisher to do a poem 
to go with John Hersey’s 'Hir- 
oshima,' and I said ‘no’ because 
my feelings didn’t lend themselves 
to it." 

But having read news accounts 
of the bond) run. he said he rec- 
alled prophylactics being removed 
from the cabin of the plane that 
carried tiie crew to the South Pac- 
ific, where tiie Enola gay was 
being readied with its deadly 


cargo. 

“Well finally, after some 
months, I thought about the crew 
and their celebrations beforehand 
and tiie debris in the cabin — the 
six packs of condoms. And it was 
the image of the condoms that 
stuck in my mind. It started the 
whole thing." Warren said. 

“I fiddled around in my mind, 
and a line came. It was free verse. 
Then more and more lines and 
images came. I wrote in sections, 
like frozen flashes. And die last 
flash was toe scene of the crew 
returning and going to bed. or try- 
ing to. 

“It was the whole comic aspect 
of it all. The condoms, the exp- 
losion, tiie ‘triumphal beauty* of 
the mushroom cloud, science used 
for war, mass annihilation, then a 
party when they came back. But 
some couldn’t go to sleep. Con- 
science. 

“But it was tiie image of the 
condoms that stock with me. It 
started it all They were boys. 
They were hot. Real hot. It was a 


job they had to do. A horrible 
job," be said, his blue eyes fla- 
shing as he began to read. 

The poem, “New Dawn,” wri- 
tten in 1983, begins with a stark 
chronology of the times in capitals 
around the world at zero hour in 
Hiroshima, then flashes back to 
the debris in the cabin of the plane 
that took tiie crew to Tinian. 

“The optimistic irrelevance of 
six packs of condoms and three 
pairs of silk panties " Warren 
read, recalling the wild party tiie 
nigh t before die dawn of the ato- 
mic age. 

The entire mission then unfolds 
in stark, journalistic terms, and 
after six pages concludes with the 
crew returning to base, to a party 
and to search for sleep: 

"Some men , no doubt, will, bef- 
ore sleep, consider. 

One thought: I am alone. Bui 
some . 

In the mercy of God, or booze, 
do not 

Long stare at the dark ceiling 

Asked to comment on the pol- 


itical content of the poem, Warren 
said the writer should always try to 
keep the two separate and let the 
language work its own magic. 

“No poem is ever written wit- 
hout political implications, moral 
implications, and people are all- 
owed to make their own con- 
clusions,” he said, adding that as 
poet laureate he “will not refrain 
from saying what I want publicly 
or privately." 

But be insisted he wfll not write 
on command, and wfll stick with 
the poetry reading and lecture be 
is required to give at the Library of 
Congress during his one-year ten- 
ure. 

Warren said although “New 
Dawn" was done on request it 
was “one of my better ones. 

“The ending just came to me. It 
seemed right. There was no pre- 
dicting it. The poem finds its own 
logic. You can’t always tell bef- 
orehand what happens. 

“A poem is an exploration of 
your own consciousness," he 
added. “The meaning was there 


but you didn't know it. 

“Rhyme is valuable in this sense 
because it always suggests som- 
ething,” he went on. “The bon- 
dage of the metre carries sug- 
gestions. Rar-hat-bat-cat... 10 
ideas can come popping out all at 
once. 

“The feeling of it just makes 
sense, and the bondage of the 
rhyme then becomes the release. 
Any event can spark it.. An imp- 
ulse will do it. 

“I was in Vermont once on the 
edge of a woods, and suddenly, 
pboom, patridges came flying out 
of the brush and into the sunset. 
It's the same thing with a poem. 
You can’t force it... 

“I haven’t written one good 
poem this year, just imitation of 
my own work,” he continued. 
'‘When that happens you better 
take a deep breath and pray to 
God and wait for change. Eve- 
rything changes." 

But he warned: “ You just can’t 
imitate yours ell That’s death, real 
death, surely suicide." 



Israeli know-how bears 
fruit in the Caribbean 


The Caribbean wants to do tnore of what it does best: growing fruit and 
vegetables. Canute James describes how Tel A iw is helping the region 
to create more lucrative han-ests. 


KINGSTON — The desire of sev- 
eral Caribbean countries to exp- 
loit potentially valuable markets 
in non -traditional agriculture 
products has given rise to several 
joint-venture farms in the region. 
Among the most avid investors in 
this effort to widen tiie base of 
Caribbean agriculture have been 
Israeli companies. 

The ventures have seen a com- 
patible marriage of a Caribbean 
concern for easing dependence on 
traditional export crops — sugar, 
bananas, cofee, cocoa — and 
modem Israeli technology, dev- 
eloped in more arid conditions, 
ana running out of useful land. 

The new projects are aimed at 
increasing output of exportquality 
fruit and vegetables. Not only is 
the land available in the Car- 
ibbean, but the -market is at hand. 
The harvest of the new direction in 
agriculture is being marketed in 
the U.S., and competitively so. 
thanks to the Caribbean Basin Ini- 
tiative, a trade scheme which all- 
ows duty-free entry for a range of 
Caribbean products. 

Agriculture projects involving 
Israelis are underway in Costa 
Rica, Haiti, Puerto Rico, the 
Dominican Republic Jamaica. 

It is in the last two that the new 
efforts are bearing most fruit 

Israeli investors have a 49 per 
cent stake in Domex, a fruit ven- 
ture in south central Dominican 
Republic which was started four 
years ago. 

The venture, capitalised at $28 
mflfion, is to get another S3 .2 mil- 
lion this year. 

It is concentrating on can- 
teloupes and pineapples for exp- 
ort and is aiming at export ear- 
nkigs of over 58 million per year. 

The company has refrained 
from purchasing land to establish 
its own farms and employ local 
farm hands. It works through a 
network of local farmers, pro- 
viding them with technical and 
financial assistance. chemicals and 
equipment and undertaking to 
buy their produce at guaranteed 
prices. 

In the country’s north-west reg- 
ion, Israeli investors have taken a 
22 per cent holding in a venture 
producing cotton, maize, sorghum 
and tomatoes. 

Local investors hold the maj- 
ority 70 per cent stake, with the 
remaining equity held by the Int- 
ernational Finance Corporation of 
tire World Bank. 

The company, Productora Nac- 
ional de Algodon , grew out of fea- 
sibility studies by an Israeli gov- 
ernment agency, and makes use of 
drip irrigation technology. 

Cotton production is the basis 
of the $13 mflfion joint venture, 
and tiie company plans to est- 
ablish cotton gins next year, and 
facilities for the production of cot- 
tonseed ofl and cottonseed cake 
(for animal feed). 

These ventures have enc- 
ouraged other Israeli investors 
who are contemplating the est- 
ablishment of farms to produce 
more fruit and vegetables, while 
I others are exploring the US. hor- 


ticultural market. 

The Israelis’ contribution is not 
only through active involvement. 
Having shown what can be done in 
nan-traditional agriculture in the 
Dominican Republic, other inv- 
estors are moving in. 

The local Grupo Financiero 
Popular and United Brands of the 
US. are partners in a S12 million 
venture in the country’s south cen- 
tral district, which aims to farm 
2,300 acres of pineapples, for 
export to the US. The company, 
Frutas Dominicas, is aiming at 
production of SO million lbs of 
pineapples and 450,000 gallons of 
concentrates per year by 1988. 

Israeli interest in investing in 
Jamaican agriculture has resulted 
in Jamaica Agio Products, a $30 
mflfion venture covering 6,000 
acres in the south central plains of 
tiie island. The company is a joint 
venture between the state owned 
National Investment Bank of 
Jamaica and Wild World Pro- 
moters, headed by Mr. Eli Tisona, 
an Israeli entrepreneur. 

The venture was bom out of a 
Jamaican government plan to use 

200.000 acres of unused and 
under-used land for non- 
traditional agriculture. It is con- 
centrating on winter vegetables, 
fruit and fish. 

Vegetable farms cover about 

1.000 acres, and exports in 1984 
to Britain and the US. totalled 
6.500 tonnes. The target for last 
year was 10,000 tonnes. 

The company has overseas ord- 
ers for four times as much as it is 
producing, and has been att- 
empting to meet demand by pur- 
chasing from local farmers who 
are being introduced to modem 
agricultural technology including 
drip irrigation. 

The farm is also planning 500 
acres of mangoes, of which 150 
acres have been planted. It is aim- 
ing at 500 acres of fish ponds, and 
has had enquiries from major US. 
food chains about its red snapper, 
reared in fresh water. 

At the heart of the project is a 
large, computerised grading and 
padring shed. 

Jamaica Agra Products has also 
spread its operations to one tra- 
ditional Jamaican fruit — ban- 
anas. The company says pilot pro- 
jects have shown that with new 
varieties it can produce up to 

40.000 tonnes per year to aid 
Jamaica’s efforts to regain a foo- 
thold on the British market. 

The venture has encouraged 
another joint effort in bananas by 
Israeli businessmen and the Nat- 
ional Investment Bank. The Vic- 
toria Banana Company, also loc- 
ated in south central Jamaica, is 
concentrating on production of 
the ziv variety of banana, dev- 
eloped in Israel, using drip irr- 
igation technology. 

The company has already pla- 
nted 1300 acres of a planned 

3.000 acres, and has made test 
shipments to Britain where it says 
the reaction to the fruit has been 
good — Financial Times news fea- 
ture. 


Avessel emerges in ghostly detail: 
scientist describes finding Titanic 

National Geographic News Service spotted on Sept. 1 . been. ante ’s most famous passenger, 

Apart from the sheer fas- John Jacob Astor, met his fate. 

WASHINGTON -“I cannot bel- Well-preserved wreckage cination of providing a glimpse at When tiie American millionaire 

the famous liner, the photographs was refused space in a lifeboat 
Titanic’s long stay at the bottom have begun to answer many of tiie with his wife, he made his way to 
of the ocean, some 13,000 fleet questions that long have been die bridge, where he was standing 
below tiie surface of the North 1 asked about the Titanic disaster, when the forward funnel smashed 
Atlantic, apparently has not cau- For example, one of the pho- across it. 
sed sig n ifica nt damage. Al t hough tographs confirms the loss erf the “All three b ulkh eads of the bri- 
several of the photographs show foremost of Titanic's four giant dge have been wrenched apart and 
. that parts of the vessel are coated slacks. flattened as though by a giant ste- 

& w^R^mDe.Bajiard of by the remains of marine ore- “Some accounts maintain that amroller, yet by some fluke the 
Woods tfole Oceanographic Ins- anisms, her details are dearly vis- the funnel collapsed violently overhead fight remains attached 
describing the moment m foie. “The sea has preserved her when tiie ship upended; others to the roof." Ballard writes in des- 
!?I c *L 1 he J^ t 5 w ™ a y i ^°! cr " well," Ballard writes. ■ claim it worked loose as the water’ cribing the photograph. “No 

een toe 5S. Titanic, the luxury The still photographs were engulfed it,” Ballard writes. “Our human could have survived such a 

imer tost after collision with an taken from ANGUS; short for pictures support the former con- cataclysm, and in -fact Aster’s 

iceberg m 1912 at a cost of 2,522 Acoustically Navigated Geo- elusion. D nrfag one sweep ainng body was found afloat buthorribly 

lives. i logical Underwater Survey, a tire sup ers t r u c t u re we took a pho- mangled a week after tire sin- 

Ballard's amrmn f j -written in “bhntfl camera sled towed from tograph showing tiie huge circular kbg." 

* association with Jean-Louis Mic- toe surface mid guided by means opening where tiie funnel once Despite tire obvious damage 
hel of the Institute Fraficais de of sonic beacons on the sea floor, jotoed tire deck. Massive steel fla- suffered by Titanic, Ballard bd- 
Recfaerchcs pour L*Expk>ifatioa . Only when ANGUS was raised nges have been wrenched open ieves she hit the bottom faidy geo- 
des Mers (EFTCEMER), appeared and tiie film developed aboard the like the lid of a sardine can." fly, certainly not at the 100- 
fa tire December. National Geo- Woods Hole research ship Knorr mfle-an-hour speed suggested by 

graphic. Accompauyfag it were — in a photographic laboratory Astor killed on bridge some authorities. Much of the 
photographs, many of them pro- compartment designed by .Nat- • damage, inctading the fracture of 

ribusty un released, taken by an tonal Geographic tec hnic i a ns — Another photograph confirms her hull, may have occcured at the 
underwater - camera after the could Ballard and his colleagues tiie destruction of the wing bridge surface, or perhaps as she twisted 
I cog-tost liner’s remains were first -.-tell precisely where their craft had on the starboard side, where T5t- her way to tire bottom, he says. 



SYRIAN COSMONAUTS*. IXfo Syrian coanonaute, Sovfet-Svriaa space mission- The ton m. «twi y hg e g T fo m|alt 

n^Aainmmf Fhrfa and Mnnfr Habib- are tnMog qnrentiy In the and (rained mi the particulars of the mission's programme (Photo bv 

Ynri Gagarto Cosmonauts Training Centre fa Zvyozdny for a joint V. Kuzmin - TASS) J 


ieve my eyes. From the abyss two 
and a half miles beneath toe sea 
the bow of a great vessel emerges 
in ghostly detail. I have never seen 
the shfa ' — nor has anyone for 73 
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Milla puts Cameroun 
through to Cup final 


ALEXANDRIA, Egypt (R) — Striker Roger Milla 
Scored his most important goal of the series so far to 
pat Cameroon through to the final of the African 
Nations’ Soccer Cup with a 1-0 victory over Ivory 
Coast here Monday. 


M31a, who plays for French 
First Division dub St Etienne, 
scored the tone goal in the 46th 
minute when he took oa his chest a 
ball deflected by Ivory Coast goa- 
lie Gbolie Zagoli. 


Cameroun midfi elder Andre 
Kana Biyik almost made it 2-0 
when Milla put him in the clear 
with a pass foarhe shot just above 
the right post nine minutes after 


the first goal. 

In a marvellous save in the 68th 
minute, Cameroun goalkeeper 
Thomas Nkono took the ball at 
the feet of Yoossouf Fofana to 
deny Ivory Coast a potential equ- 
aliser. 


Fofana, a 19-year-old striker 
with French dub Monaco, came 
dose a gain in the 75th minute 
when he unleashed a blazing shot 


which went only centimetres 
above the crossbar. 

In an attempt to strengthen its 
forward line. Ivory Coast replaced 
Pascal N*driby Boris Dieketin the 
62nd minute. 

Cameroun in turn replaced 
Louis Paul Mfede in the 65 th min- 
ute with Dajoprt Dang and bro- 
ught cm Mandoudou Oumarou in 

g lace of Ernest Eboungue in the 
5th minute. 

Cameroun captain Emmanuel 
Kunde was booked in the 27th 
minute by referee Edwin Picon of 
Mauritius when he flattened Fof- 
ana as the Monaco striker thr- 
eatened a dangerous run down the 
left wing. 


Ferguson names squad for Romania 


GLASGOW, Scotland (AP) - 
John Walk, the Liverpool mid- 
fielder who won the last of his 29 
international caps 18 months ago. 
is the surprise inclusion in Sco- 
tlancTs squad named Monday for 
the World Cup warmup game aga- 
inst Romania on March 26. 

Manager Alex Ferguson has 
named 29 players, primarily for 
next week’s dash bit also as a 
basis for seeing the Scots right thr- 
ough to the finals in Mexico. 

Ferguson is expected to use 
Monday’s squad to trim his World 
Gip line-up to the required 22 
players for Mexico where Sco- 
tland plays in the toughest group 
against West Germany, Denmark 
and Uruguay. 

Waik, who last played against 
Yugoslavia in 1984, has made 
only 16 appearances for Liverpool 
in a season curtailed by injury and 
it seemed that his chances of going 
to Mexico had disappeared. 

Ferguson has stayed loyal to 
most of the players who guided 
Scotland safely through a tortuous 
qualifying campaign which ended' 
successfully, 12,000 miles away in 
Melbourne against Australia. 

He has opted to include one 
uncapped outfield player in Che- 
lsea’s wing wizard, PatNevin,wbo. 
makes his first appearance in the 
senior squad. 

Nevin’s inclusion, after a han- 
dful of under- 21 appearances, 
gives Ferguson an additional opt- 


ion in case anything should hap- 
pen to the only other recognised 
winger in the squad, Davie Coo- 
per, of Glasgow Rangers. 

Liverpool player- manager 
Kenny Dalglish, who will win his 
100th cap against Romania, is 
bracketed in foe squad with six 
other strikers in Graeme Sharp, 
David Speedie, Frank McA- 
vennie, Charlie Nicholas, Steve 
Archibald and Paul Sturrock. 

But there is no {dace for Celtic's 
Maurice Johnston, who appears to 
have fallen completely out of fav- 
our. 

Team captain Graeme Souness 
returns to the squad after missing 
foe friendly against Israel in Jan- 
uary and Manchester United’s 
Gordon Strachan and Arthur Alb- 
iston are also recalled after being 
unavailable for Scotland's last two 
internationals. 

Ferguson has named fourgo&r 
lkeepers, force of whom are cer- 
tain to travel to Mexico. 

Scottish squad: 

Goalkeepers: Jim Leighton 
(Aberdeen), Alan Rough flHGb- 


eraian), Andy Goram (Oldham), 
Campbell Money (St. Mirren) 
Defenders: 

Richard Gough (Dundee Uni- 
ted), Maurice Mai pas (Dundee 
United), Alec McLeish (Abe- 
rdeen), Willie Miller (Aberdeen), 
Steve Nicol (Liverpool), Arthur' 
Albistou (Man United), David 
Narey (Dundee United). Alan 
Hansen (Liverpool), Roy Aitken 
(Celtic) 

Midfield: 

Gordon Strachan (Man Uni- 
ted), Jim Bett (Aberdeen), Paul 
McStay (Celtic), Graeme Souness 
(Sampdoria), Murdo MacLeod 
(Celtic), Eatnonn Bannon (Dun- 
dee United), John Wark (Liv- 
erpool) 

Strikers: 

Graeme Sharp (Everton), 
David Speedie (Chelsea), Davie 
Cooper (Rangers), Kenny Dal- 
glish (Liverpool), Frank McA- 
vennie (West Ham), Steve Arc- 
hibald (Barcelona), Charlie Nic- 
holas (Arsenal), Paul Sturrock 
(Dundee United), Pat Nevin 
(Chelsea). 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan struck the 
first goal for the Royal Jordanian Wo Club Monday ea route to a 7-1 
victory over the British Royal Air Force Polo Chfo in a match held in 
Zarrp.lt was the fe-stnternaiiooaliratrii of tire season for foe RJPC, 
and Mice Hassan was joined on the field by Col. Mahnmm Abu 
Nawar, An mar Hmoud, and Mohammad A1 Soman 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Hungary crushes Brazil 3-0 in friendly 


BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) — Hungary upset Brazil 3-Q (1-0) 
Sunday, in a warm-up encounter here for the World Cup soccer 
tournament this summer in Mexico. It was foe second surprise, 
defeat in a row for the Brazilians, who were blanked 0-2 by West 
Germany in Frankfurt on Wednesday. Lajos Detari opened the 
scoring in the fifth minute, heading the ball past Emerson Leao. 
His team-mate Kovacs made it 2-0 in foe 60th minute, and 
Marton Esterhazy rounded off foe scoring 13 minutes later. Det- 


ari 1 s goal from dose up seemed to put heart in the Hungarians, 
who dominated play in the first IS minutes, forcing their opp- 


onents on the decisive. Brazir s offense picked up subsequently, 
but the team seemed to lose enthusiasm after foe second goal. 


Ajax keeps title hopes alive 


AMSTERDAM (R) — A late equaliser by star Ajax Amsterdam 
striker Marco Van Bastes a gains t league leaders PSV Eindhoven 
kept alive Ajax tide hopes Sunday. Dutch interest in football was 
buoyed by the national team's midweek 1-0 win in East Germany 
and Sunday’s top of foe table dash was watched by a sell-out 
crowd of 26,500. Butin a game where good chances were missed 
on both sides, Ajax failed to take the opportunity to narrow foe 
gap with PSV. The 1-1 draw keeps PSV top of foe table with 38 
points from 2 1 games with title-holders Ajax on 35 points from 22 


Prost to begin his title defence' yd * 1 


By Jan Eeresey 

Rosier 


LONDON — Formnla One motor 


Although the Frenchman would ight, cockpit pwWow. ---.y 
re^a^^nd championship and , 
possibly foe record this season, he, 

knows be cannot remain at the top thatbefodnotwam_anegrf^Aed 


forever. “It is not realistic to bel- 


wwkrad, promumg * 19 ® 6 championshto five or si* times in 
son every bit as intense « the heat One racing." he 


driver alongside hinu ^ felt it 
would interfere with his ride dta- 


drivere will facet at Rio's Jao 
arepagua Track. 

Alain Prost defends his world 
title with major challenger Keke 
Rosberg as his -McLaren team- 
mate. Not so Ayrton Senna, who 
has successfully avoided a similar 
situation at Lotus in his angle- 
minded bad to daim foe- crown.' 

Double champion Nelson Piq- 
uet has foe task of fitting in at 
fiercely-competitive Williams, 
while Brabham’s new-generation 
‘Tow-line” offering will be han- 
dled by drivers who met con- 
trasting success in rival cars last 
season. 


Ferrari, alone among foe lea- 
ding teams, field the same driver 
line-up as last year in Michele 
Alboreto and Stefan Johansson. 
Italian Alboreto- looked cha- 
mpionship material for much of 
1985, but his troublesome car let 
him down. 


said. 

Prost has mixed feelings about 
Rosb erg’s arrival from resurgent 
Wfifiams. “I had a fantastic rel- 
ationship with Niki Lauda and 

that will be difficult to follow with 

Keke as my team-mate, even tho- 
ugh we are friends. 

“There will be tremendous riv- 
alry between us." There certainly 
wiLI because McLaren drivers do 
not have to adhere to team orders, 
a situation. aptly demonstrated at 
last year’s Dutch Grand Prix when 
T-^nda refused to let title-chasing. 
Prost pass him and seal victory. 

Hard -charging Rosberg apart, 
Prost reckons Williams could pre- 
vent McLaren ’s domination ext- 
ending into a third year. 

Frank Williams’ team won the 
last three races of last season and 
there is no reason for foe run to 
end, particularly with gifted Piq- 
uet on the strength after his 


Sweden's Johansson replaced . seven-year stay at Brabham. Pre- 
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Abdul Jabbar leads Lakers 
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out-of -favour Frenchman Rene 
Arnoux. who re-appears els- 
ewhere, and made an immediate 
impact. Success will not be denied 
him much longer. 

Prost has spent three agonising 
years reaching the pinnacle of 
motor sports. Piquet, then Aus- 
trian Niki Lauda, edged him out in 
1983 -and 1984. 

He knows full well that ret- 
aining foe title has been beyond 
foe reach of his contemporaries 
although he will naturally do his 
utmost to stay number one. 

“My motivation is to win the 
world championship again,” he 
said. "My new team mate Keke 
Rosberg will give me a hard time 
this year — and that's enough mot- 
ivation for me. • 

“My target is to equal the rec- 
ord 27 victories," added Prost, 
who took his tally to 21 in the Ita- 
lian Grand Prix last September, 
his most recent triumph. 


paratwns have continued despite 
last Saturday’s road accident inv- 
olving the .team owner. 

Nigel Mansell, who ended a 
long, lean spell for British drivers 
with his European Grand Prix win 
at Brands Hatch in October and 
followed up that personal bre- 
akthrough in South Africa, rem- 
ains at Wflfiams for a second, 
maybe more profitable, season. 

Piquet's departure from Bra- 
bham has left chief designer Gor- 
don Murray with capable Italian 
recruits Elio De Angelis and Ric- 
cardo Patrese in charge of his lat- 
est offering — the most radical 
□ew concept to emerge for 1986. 

Murray has produced a car with 
foe lowest overall bodywork of 
any Formula One machine. Gar- 
nering speeds of foe seven-gear 
model should increase dra- 
matically. although the drivers 
face the problem of adjusting to 
sean-recHning, rather than trpr- 


nces, 

Lotus complied and signed Bri- 
tish aristocrat Johnny Dumfries. 

He has tested cars but never raced 
in ForrauIa One. 

Derek Warwick. ex-Renault * 
and poised to join Lotus, was out. 

Frenchman Patrick Tambay, 
Warwick’s team mate at Renault 
before they quit Formula One 
along with fellow factory foam . 
Alfa Romeo, has joined Aus- 
traBan Alan Jones at Lola. 

The team, minus their big U.S. 
sponsor which is phasing out ’Its 
involvement, hope to have the 
new Ford Turbo engine fitted to 
their cars four or five races into foe 
calendar. 

F renchma n AmOUX has popped 
up at Ljgier where he partners 
compatriot J acques Laffite . doyen > 
of Formula One. 

Cartwheeling Italian Andrea 
De Cesaris — who parted com- 
pany with Ligier soon after his 
spectacular accident in Austria — 
drives a' Minardi alongside com- 
patriot Sandro Nannmi. while 
crash-victim Jonathan Palmer of *■ 
Britain will be back in action for , 
Zakspeed. 

Teams face new circuits and 
new regulations this season. Spain j! 
and Mexico return as hosts, Hun- 
gary stages foe first Grand Prix in 
an East European country,- the 
Dutch Grand Prix has gone for the 
moment and South Africa has 
been relegated to reserve status. 

Fuel capacity has been further 
reduced from 220 to 195 litres, 
hence the trend towards lower. ^ 
even sleeker cars. 

Lotus Team Director Peter 
Warr said: “It will be difScult-bnt 1 
not impossible to cope with the 
reduction in fuel. I don't thmk - 
there will be any problems at Rio * 
bat when we get to a circuit like 
I mo la fuel consumption will be 
very important. 

“I can envisage cars failing to 
reach the finish again." 


NEW YORK (AP) — Kareera 
Abdul Jabbar continues to cut 
Houston's twin towers down to 
size. 

Abdul Jabbar hit 16 of 24 shots 
and scored 43 points Sunday 
night, nearly matching foe com- 
bined total of Ralph Sampson and 



WANTED 


Akeem Olaj uwon as the Los Ang- 
eles Lakers won their eighth con- 
secutive game, a 116-111 decision 
over the Rockets.Sarapson had 27 
points and Olaj uwon scored 21 for 
Houston. 

Abdul Jabbar, who turns 39 
□ext month, scored 46 points to 
lead foe Lakers to a 117-95 vic- 
tory at Houston on Feb. 6. That 
was his second -highest single- 
game total since November 1975 
and two ppints.less than, tiMLfoPft 
he’s fiveVhad m a Lakers' unnorfn. 


Soviets, E.Germans oppose open Olympics 


say when the meeting took place. 
Quoting East German news 


eihouses of international sports, . reports, SID said Ewald and Gra- 
have denounced plans- to open mov denounced plans to allow 


Rocky Restaurant, Mecca Street needs cashiers and 
waitresses. 


BERLIN (AP) — East Germany say when the meeting took place. Gommittee announced Feb. : 12 at 
and foe Soviet Union, two pfow- Quoting East German news a meeting in Switzerland that it 
erhouses of international sports, . reports, SID said Ewald and Gra- had endorsed a proposed rule 
have denounced plans- to open mov denounced plans to allow change that would open the Oly- 
Olympic Games to professional professional athletes into foe mpics to professional soccer, ice 
athletes, foe West German sports Olympic Games, saying this would hockey mid tennis players. - 
news agency STD reported Mon- lead to the “commercial abuse’’ of IOC President Juan Antonio 

_day. _ , foe Games. - Samaranch said foe proposal 

Quoting rgjqrts in the stale -run , Tlje twpsports chiefs opposed - would involve a change in' -foe 

^East Gerjffih^jD&cBa,, Sfl> laid ' proposals to revise' pre . .Oiyjnpic Olympic charter;- - f • 

tdst Genmii t3ymna3&s ''and r'cftaitef to allow prof^idhals to * ■ i'iTte proposal will become off- 
SportS Union Chief Manfred compete atthe Games, SID said, icial if approved by the lOCGen- 
fiwald met in Moscow with Marat The International Olympic eral Assembly in October. 


Olympic Games to professional 
athletes, foe West German sports 
news agency SID reported Mon- 
_day. _ 


professional athletes into foe 
Olympic Games, saying this would 
lead to foe “commercial abuse” of 
tire Games. 


Tel: 810870 


THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
JORDAN VALLEY AUTHORITY 
Invitation for Engineering Services 
'for 

Wadi Araba Development Project 


HOUSE FOR RENT 
(Separate Villa) 

Three bedrooms, salon, dining room, heating, two 
baths, garage, telephone. 

Location: West of Automobile Club, Prince Rashed 
Suburb No. 164. 

Call: Zarka telephone 987599 a.m. 986086 p.m. 

JD 2,200 a year. 


wrote in foe Jonral 
wspaper. 

“The team must define a str- 
ategy and end its improvisation:" 
he added. 


Ewald met in Moscow with Marat 
Gramov, the chairman of the Sov- 
iet Co mmit tee for Physical Cul- 
ture and Sports. 

The two discussed plans for 
cooperation in sports between the 
two countries, SID said. It did not 


Soviet skater takes early lead 


FURNISHED APARTMENT (STUDIO) FOR 
RENT 

A ground floor apartment consisting of two bedrooms 
and salon with private telephone. 


VACANCY 


The Jordan Valley Authority is seeking the services of a 
suitably qualified international consultant to conducts 
study of ground water resources development in Wadi 
Araba in order to introduce irrigated agriculture into 
the area and to improve social and economic con- 
ditions of the local population. 


A diplomatic mission in Amman has a vacancy for a 
secretary to perform secretarial and clerical duties, 
which include English typing (40 wpm). filing, ans- 
wering telephone calls, etc. A minimum of 3 years of 
experience required. Operating WANG Word Pro- 
cessing equipment preferable. 


Location: Shmeisani, Gardens Road 
Monthly rent: JD 180 

Call: 776387 9:00 a.m. - 1 :00 p.m. and 606093 3:00 - 
6:00 p.m. 


GENEVA, Switzerland (AP) — 
Defending work! champion Ale- 
xander Fadeev of the Soviet 
Union grabbed an early lead at tire 
World Figure Skating Cha- 
mpionships on Monday, taking 
the low score in foe men’s figures. 

Fadeev, 22, of Moscow, gat- 
hered just a 0.6 factored place 
after foe compulsory school fig- 
ures, in which skaters trace out 
variations of foe figure eight on 
foe ice. The event kicked off six 
days of world competition at foe 
Veraets Sports Center. 


In second place after the fig- 
ures, which count 30 per cent tow- 
ard foe . final score, was . 22- 
year-old Jozef Sabovcik erf Cze : , 
choslovakia, with 1 2, while Heflco* 
Fischer, 26, of West Germany was 
third with 1.8. 

Brian Boitano, 22 the Ame- 
rican hope, was in fourth place 
with 2.4, while Canwrlfan cha- 
llenger Brian Orser, 24. was in 
fifth at 3.0. Orser finished a dose 
second to Fadeev at last year’s 
world championships, when Boi- 
tano was thud. 


The consultants should associate with local con- 
sultants bureaux or companies to conduct the study. 


Interested applicants may send resumes to the Per- 
sonnel Officer, P.O. Box 354, Amman. 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMEN+S 
FOR RENT 

Each apartment comprises one bedroom, living and dining 
areas, fully equipped kitchen, bathroom, central heating,; 
continuous hot water, intercom and colour TV, central ant- 
enna AM & F^, with telephone. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining room; two 
bathrooms, and kitchen with central beating and tel- 
ephone. 


The consultants will be required to submit technical 
and financial proposals. 


Location: Behind Holiday Inn Hotel & near French School 
Cafi: 655273 


Location: Jabal Amman, opposite the Hala Inn Hotel 

Call: 628266 or 810412 


Qualification of consultants will be carried out acc- 
ording to the terms of technical proposal as outlined in 
an invitation letter. 


Terms of reference and invitation letter for the study 
are now available atthe Jordan Valley Authority main 
offices at Jabal Amman, Third Circle, Ras Ai ‘Ain Street. 


' Tel: 641472 

P.O. Box 2792, Amman - Jordan. 
Telex 21692 JVC JO 


FOR SALE AT VERY LOW PRICES 

CAR: 

‘BMW 518, model 1983, colour Sahara beige, KM 54,000. 
Duty NOT paid. Perfect condition. 

FURNITURE FOR: 

Dining room, living room, bedroom, office plus TV, ref- 
rigerator, washing machine, electric cooker, stereo radio 
and many other things. From German family. 

Contact: Amman phone 664066 
after 2:00 p.m. 

Ask for Mr. Heidenreich 

Location: 



!£|ASl 


Offers will be race ived until 1 2:00 noon May 3rd., 1 98 6. 


Dr. Eng. Munther Haddadin 

President 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 


CHEN'S . 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarnouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 


Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 


fesjT CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 

Aleo taka a w ay sendee 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 


ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 


Open doily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 


DJ. 638968 


Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

■ Open doily 12:00-3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - Midnight 


Open doily: Noon - 330 pm. & 
6:30 pm. - midnight 


Take away service avaBable 


Location: Near 3rd Circle, 

apposite to 
Akllah Hospital 


Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 630 - 11:00 


Tel: 641093 


AQABA 

Tel: 03-314415 



Y~ Cinema 


CONCORD 

Tel: 677420 

ri 

ROCKY IV 


, (Colour) 

* 

^Purfomwnces - 3.3 0, 6.-00, 830:, tftflO 

\ 


Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 625155 


★ Ope- nmtiwfc 

Philadelphia 

Tel: 634144 - 634149 


Cinema 

RRGHfiDfiN 

Tel: 622198 


Cinema. 




STREET DANCE 


(Colour) 

Pmrformancm: <3,-301 6M. &3D- 




FAST FORWARD- 


' KARTALLAR 


." (Cotour) 

Performances. 330. 0:30, 10:15 


(Colour) 

530, 800 


AtxM, bet** Mle oMmb 

Tel: 875573 

HOLLYWOOD 
HOT TUBS 

(Colour) .. 

- 330, &00, 
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Jordan Press Foundation 
to go public soon 


AMMAN (J.T.) — final pro-' 
cedures to change the status of the 
Jordan Press Foundation from a 
private shareholding into a public 
shareholding company have been 
settled and the foundation, whi ch 
publishes the daily Arabic lan- 
guage newspaper AI Ra'i and the 
Jordan Times, wili float shares for 
public fihaTP-hnlrifrugq in the com- 
ing few days. 

The 'decision came into - effe ct 
after Minister of Trade, Industry 
and -Supply Rajai AI Moasher 
approved the ehangw in the com- 
pany’s status. The foundation's 
present owners on Sunday started 
paying their subscriptions and sig- 
ned the company’s new con- 
stitution to pave the way for flo- 
ating the public shares. 

The foundation’s one million 
shares, each ata no minal value of 
JD 1 and at a premium value of 
700 fils, will be divided as follows: 
— - Thirty five percent of the total 
shares will be owned by the fou- 
ndation's five present owners with 
each owner having seven per cent 
of the total shares. The owners are 


Mr. Juma'a Hammad, Mr. Raja 
Hissa , .Mr. Mahmoud AI Kayed. 
Mr: Mohammad A mad and Mr. 
Suleiman Arar. 

—five per cent of the total shares 
will be owned by the staff of both 
AI Ra’i and the Jordan Times. 

— Fifteen per cent of the total sha- 
res will be owned by the Pension 
Fund. 

—Twenty five per cent of die total 
shares will be floated for the pub- 
lic. 

— Twenty per cent of the total 
shares will be owned by eight pub- 
lic shareholding companies; AI 
AhHyyah for Financial Investment 
(four per cent), AI Ma’al Wal 
I'timan (four per cent), Dar AI 
Oawa for Development and Inv- 
estment (two per. cent), Jordan 
Company for Investment and Fin- 
ance (two per cent). General Ins- 
urance Company (two per .cent). 
AI Yannonk Insurance Company 
(two per cent), Darko Company 
for Investment and Housing (two 
per cent) and the Development 
Company for Arab Investment 
(two per cent). 


Ugandan coffee board 
faces liquidity problem 

KAMPALA' (R) — Uganda's state-run coffee marketing board is 
feeing a crisis and banks are refusing to honour its cheques, 

board officials said Monday. 

Ugandan coffee, winch the board buys from growers and sells to 
exporters, accounts for over 90 per cent of (he country's foreign 
exchange earnings- 

World’s shipbuilding, 
merchant fleet suffer 




rh 


Iti 


LONDON (AP) — World mer- 
chant shipping has shrank for the 
third straight year and there are 
few signs of real improvement in 
shipbuilding' “in the foreseeable 
l-. future.” Lloyd's Register of Shi- 
- 1 pping said Monday in its annual 
report. 

The world’s merchant fleet tot- 
■ ailed 416.3 million gross tons last 
‘ year, bringing it back to the 1980 
level, Lloyd's reported. 

New shipbuilding orders wor- 
ktwtfe dropped to 13 mflfion gross 
tons from 15.6 million in 1984 — 
. the lowest .figure since the all-time 
low of eight million in 1978: . 

. Tonnage scrapped at 20 nfiHion 
gross tons exceeded the total 
completed at 18 mflfion gross 
tons. 

Laid -up ships totalled 26-5 mil- 
lion gross tons. More than half of 
that figure consisted of ships less 
than 10 years old and most of it 


was in tankqrs, Lloyd’s said. 

Japan dominates the table of 
new orders placed with 49.8 per 
cent of the market compared wife 
56.7 per cent in’ 1984. South 
Korea was second wife 10.8 per 
cent and China and Taiwan tog- 
ether held third place wife 5.9 per 
cent. - 

They were followed by West 
Germany, Romania, . Yugoslavia 
and Italy. Britain, which led the 
world before 1914, placed 12th 
wife 1.4 per cent. 

The report said: “Daring the 
past five years, fee composition of 
fee world fleet has -changed quite 
dramatically and, wife tanker ton- 
nage felling from 42 pefeenttp 33 
percent, fee emp h asis has been on 
developing the world’s dry cargo 
and specialised trading fleets^—* ' 

“Bulk carrier tonnage in this 
period has risen from over a qua- 
rter of thetotal world fleet almost 
a third,” the report added. 


, Jakarta seeks to boost 
sales to East Europe 









JAKARTA (R) — Anti- 
oo mmnnist Indones ia, trying to 
counter the effects of plun g in g ofl- 
prices, is launching a fresh drive to - 
boost sales of commodities such as 
■coffee and rubber to Eastern Eur- 
ope. 

A 40-man Indonesian trade 
delegation will leave Jakarta next 
month for Yugoslavia, Hungary, 
Romania, Poland, Cze-' 
chosfovakia and Austria, a 
kesman for the Indonesian 
mber of Commerce and Industry 
(Kadin) said Monday.' ' 

Kadin Chairman Sokamdani 
Gitosaidjano reviewed prospects 
for boostmg trade wife Eastern 
Europe at a meeting on Saturday 
wife Trade Mmister Rachmat 
Saleh, fee official Antara News 
Agency reported. 

He said East European states 
were interested in . Indonesian 
robber, tea, coffee, pepper, ply- 
wood, pahnoQ and spioes. 

But while Jakarta also is keen 
officially to promote Tinks with 
Moscow, the Soviet Union com- 
plained last month that little was 
actually happening. 

“We have talked a tot and it is 
time foractfon," Antara quoted a 
Soviet trade official as saying in 


Moscow. 

Indonesia’s military-backed 
government has followed a str-" 
angly anti-communist policy since 
the local Communist Paxty was 
blamed for an attempted coup in 
1965. : 

But wife government revenue 
badly hit by falling ofl prices, the 
worm’s latest Muslim state is 
bemg forced to seek out new mar- 
kets for. its non-oil commodities. 

hi October last year, Soviet 
Deputy Premier Yakov Ryabov 
became the highest-ranking Sov- 
iet official to visit Indonesia in 20 
years. . . 

The two countries agreed to 
promote economic relations, but 
President Suharto at fee same 
time said Indonesia would remain 
cautious about trading wife Soc- 
ialist countries. 

Kadin said fee. delegation would 
also be promoting textiles, pro-, 
cessed timber, rattan, shipping 
and shipboiklmg, construction 
and teleronmmnications services. 

. - President Soharto visited Hun- 

S and Romania last year to 
up extralrade, bat Western 
diplomats, said Indonesian bosr 
inessmeu remained apprehensive 
about East Bloc contacts. • 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following arfe fee buying and selfing rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday an 
fee London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One sterling 1.4573/83 

On&US. dollar 1.3870/77 

22465/75 
■■■■■■ 2.5365/75 
1.8832/42 
45.98/46.03 
... V. - 6.9050/9100 

■ - • 1527/1528 

; > ' . 175.50/60 

7.1950/2000 
‘ -7J0880/0930 
. - 83060/3110 

One ounce; of gold 348.00/348.50 


UJ>. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch 
Swiss 


French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yea 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian. crowns 
Danish crowns 
U^. dollars 



Horoscope and crosswords not 
received 


Karami sounds alarm 
over Lebanon's plight 

BEIRUT (AP) — Prime Minister Rashid Karami warned in a sta- 
tement published Monday feat “lawlessness and insecurity” thr- 
eatened to destroy us as a nation" and accused militias of looting 
Lebanon’s battered economy. 

His statement was carried by Beirut newspapers a few hours before 
a new security plan was scheduled to be launched in yet another bid 
to restore law and order in mflitia-raled west Beirut. 

The capital's western sector has been rocked Cor months by inter- 
mifitia street battles, holdups, bank robberies and sectarian kid- 
nappings. A dozen security plans have failed to end fee lawlessness. 

“We lave all to dose ranks and cooperate to rid oinsevels from 
this octopus that is holding the country in its tentades,” Mr. Karami 
said. 

“It is threatening to destroy us as a nation and fee very foundations 
of our statehood- I fee] as prime minister feat I am chained,’' fee 
Sunni Muslim premier declared. “The only way out is a return to 
legitimacy.” 

Mr. Karami, a perpetual optimist in public about ending Leb- 
anon’s 11-year-oJd civil war, stressed: “I dare not say any more fear 
I’m optimistic.*’ 

The 64-y ear-old premier said fee government treasury was getting 
only 300 mflfion Lebanese pounds ($15 mflfion) instead of 4 billion 
($200 mflfion) a year from customs duties. 

“Various state ports and enterprises are usurped (by militias). 
Gangs are even looting telephone lines and internal and int- 
ernational calls as weH as the (state-owned) electricity authority.” he 
said. 

Japanese officials try 
to halt dollar’ s slide 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese officials tried to halt the decline in fee 
dollar, which bit a record low Monday, by threatening to buy the U.S. 
currency. 

But foreign exchange dealers were leery of fee warnings and 
doubted fee Bank of Japan would attempt to mtervene in the market. 

The dollar, had tumbled to a record 174.80 yen in early trading 
before Finance Minister Nobotn Takeshfra hurriedly called a news 
conference to say he could not rale out fee possibility of fee central 
bank buying dollars to stop the slide. 

The U.S. currency edged upward after fee statement, but still 
closed below the previous record low of 175 JO set on Oct. 31, 1978. 

Bank of Japan Governor Satoahi Sunrita then called an uns- 
cheduled news conference to say that the dollar had fallen too quickly 
and feat intervention should be carried out in a timely and adequate 
manner if such action were warranted. 

Foreign exchange dealers said the Bank of Japan was unlikely to 
intervene, especially alone, because the United States and Europe 
have been calling for an even stronger yeti to help solve trade pro- 
blems. 

Overseas centra] banks also are unlikely to cooperate in boosting 
the dollar because its fall has been mainly against the yen and not 
other major currencies, dealers said. 

The central banks is underpressure at home however to prevent a. 
swiftly sliding dollar from imaging further the domestic economy. 

Mr. Tskeshita’s statements in fee morning caused some currency 
dealers to buy back dollars they had earlier sold and shocked the 
booming stock market. 

The Tokyo stock market index, which had surged 83.55 to a record 
14,748.02 in early trading, then fell as investors dumped electronic 
and precision-instrument shares. 

Buyers returned in fee afternoon and fee market index closed only 
8.95 down at 14.655-52 wife turnover a heavy 850 million shares. 


EC, lethargy may . result 
from close French vote 

BRUSSELS (R) —The European 
Gomimmity (EC) could face a per- 


iod of damaging lethargy caused 1 
by die lade of a decisive result in 
Sunday's French general ele- 
ctions, EC diplomats and officials 
said Monday. 

EC business has been virtually 
paralysed since fee start erf the 
year by political uncertainty in the 
run-up to the French elections, a 
presidential poll in Portugal and 
fee NATO referendum in Spain, 
all out of fee way now. 

Domestic political contests such 
as those have always tended to 
hold up EC decision- making, alr- 
eady notoriously slow-moving, 
and the group faces one more poll 
before fee middle of fee year, the 
Netherlands general elections in 


May. 

But the officials and cfiplomats 
said the most damage was likely to 
result from prolonged political 
instability in France where 
power is split between a Socialist 
president and a right-wing gov- 
ernment wife cmly fee narrowest 
parliamentary majority. 

One of fee immediate concerns 
Is over currencies in the European 
Monetary System (EMS), they 
said. 

The first major EMS rea- 
lignment for three years had been 
widely expected after fee French 
elections to reflect the underlying 
strengths of currencies such as file 
West German mark and the wea- 
knesses of others such as fee 
French franc. • 


OPEC sets up experts’ group 
to reexamine world oil market 


GENEVA (R) — Organisation of Petroleum Exp- 
orting Countries (OPEC) ministers, no nearer agr- 
eement on oil production policy than when they 
began their emergency conference here, resorted 
Monday to a familiar solution and formed an exp- 
erts’ group to study the problem in depth. 


After a day and a half of talks, 
conference sources said the 13 
minis ters were split over whether 
to continue their controversial 
policy of defending a still und- 
efined share of the world ofl mar- 
ket or boost prices by cutting their 
present production ceiling of 16 
milEon barrels per day (b/d). 

“At this stage there are no con- 
crete proposals, there is no spe- 
cific ceiling feat is being dis- 
cussed." said conference cha- 
irman. Mr. Arturo Hernandez 
Grisanti of Venezuela: 

“We have decided to constitute 
a group of experts to examine tec- 
hnical aspects of the situation,” he 
said. 

The group would reassess fee 


and demand situation, he 
led, and report back Tuesday 
morning to the ministers, who 
would Monday continue trilateral 
consultations. 

But Mr. Hernandez* bland 
words concealed a sharp debate 
within fee organisation, whose 
leading members have remained 
unusually silent here. 

Delegate sources told Reuters 
the ministers had not accepted fee 
report of OPECs six-man market 
monitoring committee, which was 
the first item on their agenda Sun- 
day. 

The sources said this was bec- 
ause the report was not seen as 
representing the views of OPEC 
as a whole. 


Three of its members were Alg- 
eria, Iran and Libya, fee leading 
advocates of deep cuts in OPEC 
output to try to restore oil prices, 
'which have slumped dramatically 
from $28 to less than $14 a barrel 
in the past three months. 

The three countries’ demand 
for a reversal of current OPEC 
policy is opposed wife vaTying 
degrees of fervour by some other 
member states, which favour a 
variety of different solutions. 

“We would find this (a cut in 
output) very difficult to accept." 
said Sheikh Abdul Aziz 2bn Kha- 
lifa At Thani of Qatar. 

On the same question, another 
Arab delegate was more succinct: 
“Impossible," he said. 

Yam&ni sees no agreement 

And conference sources quoted 
Saudi Arabia's influential Min- 
ister Ahmad Yamani as say- 
ing privately there was no. pos- 
sibility of agreement at this' con- 
ference. 


To try to produce a more gen- 
erally acceptable report, fee new 
committee will contain members 
from all 13 OPEC states. 

OPEC sources said it had three 
specific aims: 

—To look at 1986 demand for oil. 
which independent forecasts say 
will sag well below current OPEC 
output of 17 mflfion b/d. 

— To examine fee possibility of 
noc-OPEC producers helping to 
stabilise the market by making 
cuts. 

— To recommend production lev- 
els for OPEC taking likely non- 
OPEC action into account! 

Despite fee near-certainty that 
Britain and Norway will refuse it. 
some OPEC ministers still cling to 
fee idea that cooperation from all 
of OPECs competitors is the only 
way to restore stability, and per- 
haps revive prices somewhat. 

But many market analysts here 
and elsewhere believe a firm sig- 
nal of its production policy int- 
entions from OPEC itself is req- 
uired. And of that there is so far no 
sign. 


U.K. budget 
likely to give 
optimistic 
forecast 

LONDON (R) — Chancellor of 
the Exchequer (Finance Minister) 
Nigel Lawson is expected to del- 
iver an optimistic forecast for the 
British economy in his annual 
budget Tuesday despite a 50 per 
cent slump in the value of Britain’s 
North Sea ofl. 

The drop in the value of world 
oil p rices, from $28 a barrel in 
December to around $ 14 now, has 
slashed Mr. Lawson’s projected 
revenue income tty some ±6 bil- 
lion ($8.7 billion) and forced him 
to abandon a major programme of 
tax cuts he promised a year ago. 

He is nevertheless oertain to 
stress fee benefits of lower ofl pri- 
ces to an industrial country such as 
Britain in terms of lower man- 
ufacturing costs and increased 
growth. 

Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher .said, in .a weekend speech: 
“To read some reports you’d think 
we all ought to go into mourning 
to mark the death of expensive 
ofl.” She acknowledged the lower 
price would lose Britain some rev- 
enue and some exports but added: 
“Falling ofl prices are, on fee 
whole, good news. There’s more 
money to spend on other things.” 

Mr. Lawson will also point to 
the benefits of a general drop in 
world interest rates. Britain has 
yet to follow the trend but most 
analysts have predicted a modest 
cut in the domestic 12.5 per cent 
base lending rate at around budget 
time. 

With his scope for tax cuts lim- 
ited this year tty the slump in oil 
revenue, Mr. Lawson is expected 
to outline better times ahead in 
the 1987 budget, possibly fee last 
before Mis. Thatcher seeks ree- 
lection for a third term. 


FAO chief warns of snowballing 
food problems in Middle East 


ISTANBUL (R) — Near East 
countries face snowballing food, 
production problems, a U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Org- 
anisation (FAO) regional con- 
ference was told Monday. 

FAO Director General Edo- 
uard Saonma, opening file five- ’ 
day meeting, said governments 
had made considerable efforts to 
feed new mouths, but agricultural 
performance in the region was 
generally poor. 

The reasons included harsh 
natural settings, drought, scant 
water resources and fee high cost 
of irrigation. 

“Today all these problems have 


snowballed,’’ he said. “ Many cou- 
ntries are now undergoing grave 
financial crises and are forced to 
accept severe austerity mea- 
sures” 

“Today the Near East faces 
stem challenges, but I am con- 
fident it will find in the spirit of its 
people the wherewithal to take up 
the challenge" he added. 

The conference, attended by 
government officials from 26 cou- 
ntries, wfll discuss cereal seed 
production, training in agr- 
icultural planning and the role of 
rural women, FAO officials said. 

Turkish Prime Minister Turgut 
OzaL in "another opening speech. 


said, that because of the adv- 
erse situation in world trade and 
finance, problems ot hunger and 
poverty were becoming more ser- 
ious. 

“The unending race between 
population growth and food pro- 
duction continues to be one of fee 
world's most difficult problem," 
he said. 

“It is a known fact that without 
food security, universal stability 
and peace can be oily a dream,” 
he noted. 

Developed countries should 
prepare long-term measures to 
combat world f amin e and hunger 
instead of acting only in times of 
crisis,” Mr. Ozal added. 


OIC head sees strong increase 
in trade between Islamic states 


ISTANBUL (R) — Trade bet- 
ween Islamic states wflJ rise sub- 
stantially under a planned long- 
term financing scheme, Mr. Sha- 
rifnddin Pirzada, secretary- 
general of the Organisation of Isl- 
amic Conference (OIC), said 
Monday. 

Mr. Pirzada told Renters in an 
interview that backing for fee plan 
at a meeting, of OIC trade min- 
isters which ended Sunday was a 
step towards commercial and eco- 
nomic cooperation among the 
group’s 46-member countries. 

The project, to be run by fee 
Jeddah-based Islamic Dev- 
elopment Bank (IDB), would 
make an initial $300 mflfion ava- 
ilable to fund trade among OIC 
countries — wife a total pop-* 
olatioa of 750 million — in ooo- 
traditional goods. 

Mr. Pirzada would not predict 
by how much the scheme would 
boost trade between Islamic sta- 


tes, which is currently 10 percent 
of their total trade. He said it was 
too early to give figures, but he 
was sure fee rise would be sub- 
stantial. 

Mr. Pirrada, a former Pakistani 
foreign minister, said he expected 
the scheme to be approved by IDB 
governors meeting in Jordan this 
week. 

Conference officials said sev- 
eral other proposals discussed at 
the meeting had a lukewarm rec- 


eption, including an export credit 
guarantee scheme and a payments 
clearing union. ! : 

“Enthusiasm will rise when 
concrete proposals are finalised,” 
said Mr. Pirzada. 

Mr. Pirzada acknowledged dif- 
ficulties in achieving economic 
.cooperation among 46 countries 
scattered throughout the world, 
and wife other regional or bil- 
ateral ties. 


Arabs to promote export credits 

KUWAIT (OPECNA) — An Arab system for export credits win be 
discussed hoe Wednesday at a seminar organised by the Inter- Arab 
Investment Guarantee Corporation and the Kuwait Chamber of 
Cbmmerce and Industry . The mam aim of the meeting is to publicise 
the new system, which fee corporation began bnptementfogeariy fins 
year to cope wife various commercia] and Don-cranmeraal rids in 
inter-Arab trade. The «mmr will also discuss ways of improving. 
inter-Arab trade and ensuring competitiveness of Arab goods in 
regional markets through export measures designed to ensure the 
rights erf both fee producer and the financier. 


Peanuts 


I HOPE THIS CONCERT 
I DOESN'T LAST TOO L0N6 




Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


MUTT, LET ME KM/E 
A TEN DOLLAR BILL 
FDR A MINUTE : 



ltoREADW6 

SOMETH***, 



THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



HSJRRiS 


'Did you know you've had exactly 23,849 
potato chips so far tonight?" 


Andy Capp 



WJUUS NTNQU SA/ 
YOU'RE GETTING A 
BIT TOO OLD TD 
BE COMING HOME 
WITH LIPSTICK 
ON NOURSCARF?/ 



WONbGR WHERE THAT 
CAME FROM? PUT THE' 
KETTLE ON, PEC AND ILL 
HAVE A &T OF A THINK 


THAT’S M 1 BOY. HE*S MUCH 
BETTER AT FACT FINDING 
THAN FACT/W/AAr 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


YANON 


=m 



THAT SCRAMBLE) WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 

That will be two dollars 
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d 

OCX) 

u 





LJ — 


PIRAMI 


L 

L_ 

LC 

s 

V A 



TERROM 

n~u n 


WHAT WEDDING 
FEES USUALLY 
AMOUNJT TO. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




(Answers tomorrow; 
Yesterday's I Jumbte8: SKULL BRAVO WEDGED LAYMAN 
I Answer: What bowling was— 

RIGHT DOWN HIS ALLEY 






Reagan: Nicaragua is 
building deep water port 

Managua accused of drug trafficking 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — President Reagan, 
seeking support for military aid to Nicaraguan reb- 
els, said Nicaragua was increasing its threat to the 
region by building a deep water port with Com- 
munist help. 


In a television address to the 
nation Sunday night, Mr. Reagan 
predicted crucial setbacks for tire 
hemisphere if Congress failed to 
approve SI 00 mflHnn in aid to the 
so-called Contra rebels trying to 
overthrow the Sandinista gov- 
ernment. 

“Central America is strategic to 
our Western alliance, a fact always 
understood by foreign enemies," 
he said in a last-ditch defence of 
his" policies before the Congress 
vote on Thursday. 

"Today, Warsaw Pact engineers 
are building a deep water port on 
Nicaragua’s Caribbean coast sim- 
ilar to the naval base in Cuba for 
Soviet-built submarines. 

“They are also constructing, 
outside Managua, the largest mil- 
itary airfield in. Central America 
— similar to those in Cuba, from 
which Russian Bear bombers pat- 
rol the UjS. east coast from Maine 
to Florida." 

But Democratic congressmen, 
whose support is crucial for pas- 
sage of the aid request, said after 
the speech they still opposed Mr. 
Reagan's polity in Central Ame- 
rica. 

The party’s official response 
was made by Senator James Sasser 
who said Democrats agreed Nic- 
aragua should not become a base 
for Soviet military int- 
erventionism. 

"Our disagreement is with the 
means the president has used to 
achieve these goals'* he said. “Our 
concern is that the president is sei- 


exhausted the hope of a peaceful 


solution." 

A spokesman for House Dem- 
ocratic leader Thomas O’Neill 
described Mr. Regan's speech as 
"a declaration of war" and said 
the president had exaggerated tire 
Nicaraguan threat to the United 
States. 

Mr. Reagan aimed his appeal 
directly at toe public, asking them 
to urge congressmen to approve 
■ toe aid package. Political analysts 
said the aid would be defeated 
unless Mr. Reagan changed the 
minds of about 15 House mem- 
bers. 

Mr. Reagan said his adm- 
inistration had tried to negotiate 
with the Sandinistas but had been 
rebuffed. 

In a nationally televised speech 
Mr. Reagan said, “I know every 
American parent concerned about 
toe drug problem will be outraged 
to learn that top Nicaraguan gov- 
ernment officials are deeply inv- 
olved in drug trafficking. There 
seems to be no crime to which toe 
Sandinistas will not stoop — this is 
an outlaw regime." 

Mr. Reagan ‘showed a two- 
year-old photograph that be said 
pictured a Sandinis ta official, 
Federico Vaughan, loading Nar- 
cotics onto a plane. 

Drug Enforcement Adm- 
inistration (DEA) investigators 
have said their probe of Nic- 
araguan drug trafficking turned up 
evidence only against Vaughan, 
who was charged with cocaine 
smuggling in July 1984 in Miami 
but has not been brought to trial. 


Benazir Bhutto to start 
whirlwind Pakistan tour 


LAHORE, Pakistan (Agencies). 
— Opposition leader Benazir 
Bhutto will return to Pakistan 
from exile next month “like a 
storm*' a spokesman for her party 
said Monday. 

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) 
official Makhdoom Khaliq said 
Ms. Bhutto would address up to 
30 public rallies in 45 days after' 
arriving from Europe on April 10. 

“Benazir Bhutto will return to 
toe country like a storm," Mr. 
Khaliq -told Reuters. 

The daughter of hanged former 
Prime Minister Zulfikar AH Bhu- 
tto wfll arrive in Lahore and add- 
ressa mass rally there on April 11, 
said Mr. Khaliq. 

Ms. Bhutto, 31 , last visited Pak- 
istan in August for toe funeral of 
her brother Shahnawaz, who was 
found poisoned in his flat in Can- 
nes, southern France, in Sep- 
tember. 

Martial law authorities put her 
under house arrest a week later 
but freed her in November so she 
could travel to France to attend an 
inquiry into her brother’s death. 


President Mohammad Zia U1 
Haq, who ended militaiy rale in 
December, said in an interview 
with British television Sunday that 
Ms. Bhutto could return and 
would not.be arrested as long as 
she obeyed toe law. 

The decision over Ms. Bhutto's 
return was made after a two-day 
of meeting of toe Pakistan PK>- 
ple’s Party (PPP) Central Com- 
mittee. 

In addresses during the mee- 
ting. Chairman Aftab Sherpao cri- 
ticised Gen. Zia for “retaining 
extensive powers" in his dual pos- 
ition both as president as well as 
chief of army staff — his mam sou- 
rce of strength. 

Mr. Ahmad, the party’s spo- 
kesman, said, “it is important to 
curtail Zia's powers which he has 
acquired through repeated ame- 
ndments of the 1973 con- 
stitution This step is necessaiy in 
Older to make Pakistan "a federal, 
parliamentary and democratic 
country, with provinces allowed to 
have necessary powers to adm- 
inister themselves.” 



In Moscow the Soviet News 
Agency TASS on Monday acc- 
used President Reagan of res- 
orting to “slander and con- 
coctions" in a plea for aid to Nic- 
araguan rebels and compared the 
speech to the plot of toe movie 
Red Dawn. 

“The president’s speech was 
reminiscent of toe script of the 
controversial anti-Communist 
film Red Dawn," TASS said in a 
report from Washington. "The 
cheap movie, shot on money of 
reactionaries, describes an 'inv- 
asion of toe United States' by Nic- 
araguan, Cuban and Soviet 
Armed Forces via Mexican ter- 
ritory." 

TASS said that Mr. Reagan 
conjured up similar images in his 
television speech Sunday night 
urging Congress to approve MOO 
million in military supplies and 
non-lethal support to rebels fig-, 
hting toe Sandinista government 
in Managua. 

“Intimidating the American 
legislators and general public, the 
president claimed that Nicaragua, 
situated thousands of kilometres 
horn the Lifted States, threatens 
the national security of the United 
‘States and is becoming a ’moral 
threat to die entire new world,' *' 
TASS said. 

Mr. Reagan “resorted to sla- 
nder and concoctions” and again 
Mamed Nicaragua for rampant 
terrorism in Central America, 
TASS said. 

TASS noted that Mr. Reagan 
gave assurances that Washington 
has no plans to use its armed for- 
ces against Nicaragua, but cited 
reaction from Nicaragua's Was- 
hington embassy and from dem- 
ocratic politicians to suggest the 
United States would use force aga- 
inst Managua. 

Malaysian 
court 
dismisses 
bid to stop 

state polls 

KOTA KINABALU, Malaysia 
(R) — Police fired teaigas to dis- 
perse more than 2,000 Muslim 
opposition supporters who mar- 
ched on the high court here as it 
threw out part of a writ seeking to 
stop elections in Malaysia’s mainly 
Christian-ruled Sabah state. 

The court dismissed with costs 
an injunction filed by independent 
state Assemblyman Abdul Gfaafar 
Haji Salleh to restrain the Federal 
Election Commission from fixing 
a date for elections in. the eastern 
state. 

It reserved judgment on ano- 
ther part of the same writ cha- 
llenging last month’s dissolution 
of toe assembly by Chief Minister 
Datnk Joseph Pairm Kitingan 
ahead of fresh polls due within 90 
days to clear the tense political 
atmosphere. 

Witnesses said police fired tea- 
rgas canisters after peace talks fai- 
led with supporters of the United 
Sabah National Organisation 
(US NO) who marched on the 
court, A an ting and stoning cars 
and shops along toe way. 

The Muslims regrouped and 
headed back to the mam mosque, 
draped with banners Sunday att- 
the rulers of Sabah. 
Thirteen bombs have exploded 
in tile state since last week, wou- 
nding four people. Two women 
have died in arson at tacks. 

The demonstrators yelled “ Afl- 
ahu Akbar,” "Long Live USNO” 
and “Where is Panin?”, toe wit- 
nesses said. 

Mr. Pairm Kitingan flew to toe 
federal capital Kuala Lumpur 
Sunday for talks with Prime Min- 
ister Datuk Seri Mahathir Moh- 
ammad on the tension in the state. 

The Muslim opposition has 
slymied efforts by Mr. Pairm's 
Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) to rale 
the timber-rich North Borneo 
state since toe newly-formed, 
mainly Christian, Kadazan-tribe 
based party won elections last 
April 

Batiks, businesses and shops 
dosed as violence flared again in 
the streets of the city centre. 

Scores of riot police with M-J 6 
automatic rifles, batons and shi- 
elds patrolled the areas around the 
mosque and court. 

Some residents 'said they had 
kept their children home from 
school, although life was near 
normal in other parts cf toe city of 
some 1 00 , 000 people on toe north 
west coast of Borneo. 

Police said they shot dead one 
man and arrested two others they 
caught raiding a house Sunday 
night- 

They said the incident was not 
connected with die political and 
religious violence which erupted 
in the city last Wednesday. 



Protests rage all over S. Africa 


Juan Ponce Enrile 

Enrile: 
Marcos 
plotting to 
bring down 
government 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
Defence Minister Joan Ponce Enr- 
ile released Monday what he said 
was a misleading telex from ex- 
president Ferdinand Marcos 
aimed at making it appear that Mr. 
Enrile has a deal with the deposed 
leader. 

The telex received at the Def- 
ence Department Sunday denies a 
statement attributed to Marcos’ 
daughter, Imee Manotoc, that she 
Would use Marcos’ fortune to try 
to have Enrile "liquidated,’’ said 
ministry spokesman Eddie Pan- 

gilinan . 

He said the telex, from Mr. 
Marcos in Hawaii. also_said in 
part "We are keeping our agr- 
eement. I hope you get on top of 
things." 

Mr. Enrile, a co-leader of the 
military rebellion that helped 
drive Marcos from the Mal- 
acanang Presidential Palace, said 
toe telex was an attempt to use 
disinformation to undermine con- 
fidence in tiie new Philippine gov- 
ernment, Mr. Pangflinan rep- 
orted. 

The “We” in the final two lines 
of the telex, however, oould be 
interpreted as referring not to 
Marcos and Enrile but to Marcos 
and his family. Marcos wrote in 
preceding lines that his family has 
agreed not to make any sta- 
tements about their exile. 

Mr. Enrile said he never made a 
"political agreement with Marcos 
prior to, during, or after the peo- 
ples’ revolution,” Mr. Pangflinan 
reported. 

“All my conversations with 
Marcos by phone from Feb. 22 to 
Feb. 27 in particular, were done in 
toe presence of many people and 
these conversations are of public 
knowledge,” he quoted Mr. Enrile 
as saying. 

“It is very dear they (Marcos 
and his backers) want to destroy 
toe minister by sowing intrigue 
and that they wfll stop at nothing 
in an effort to make him look as 
shady as they are,” Mr. Pangflinan 
said. 

Mr. Emile has said he talked to 
Marcos three times after Feb. 22. 
when he defected to support new 
President Corazon Aquino. 

On Feb. 25, Marcos said oa the 
telephone he was willing to rec- 
ognise Mrs. Aquino's provisional 
government, cancel the con- 
troversial results of the Feb. 7 pre- 
sidential elections, and sit only as 
an honorary president with Mr. 
Enrile running toe government, 
Mr. Enrile has said. 

The defence chief has said be 
refused all of Marcos’ proposals. 

Mr. Enrile said he last talked to 
Marcos on Feb. 27 , a day after the 
deposed president left the Phi- 
lippines and went into exile. 

Meanwhile. Communist rebels 
firing high-powered rifles amb- 
ushed local militia and dvflians 
travelling in a van oa Negros Isl- 
and, killing 12 and seriously wou- 
nding four others, militaiy off- 
icials said Monday. 

The rebels attacked the mil- 
itia men and government oil com- 
pany employees Saturday as they 
drove from a meeting with vil- 
lagers in A ml an, about 600 kil- 
ometres south of Manila, said 
Centra] Visayas Islands Com- 
mander Col. Jose P. Santos. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — South 
African police shot dead a black 
man during a night of violence 
which flared in all four of the cou- 
ntry’s provinces and saw a petrol 
bomb attack in a nsuafly-tranqufl 
whites -only town. 

At least 17 people died in wee- 
kend protests. 

A lengthy police report issued 
Monday said toe man was killed 
when police fired shotguns at pro- 
testers near Knysna, a popular 
tourist resort on toe Indian Ocean 
not far fro in toehome of President 
P.W. Botha. 

Five protesters were wounded 
and another was anested. 

At nearby Teasonlew, where 
only whites are allowed to live 
under the apartheid race seg- 
regation system, a house was pet- 
rol bombed by blades in an out- 
break of violence rare in the area. 

The report detailed arson att- 
acks and other outbreaks of rkh 


fence in South Africa’s four pro- 
vinces — Transvaal, Natal, Cape 
and the Orange Free State. 

At Zwide, in the eastern Cape, 
the homes of two black policemen 
came under petrol bomb attacks, 
but police said there were no inj- 
uries when raie of toe officers fired 
at the assailants. 

Fofice made repeated use of 
shotguns and tear gas to quell the 
violence, which flared as Finance 
Minister Barend Du Plessis was 
due to deliver his budget to par- 
liament. 

Uncertainty over South Africa’s 
future has arisen during two years 
of mass protest violence. 

With the inflation rate running 
at around 21 per cent, its highest 
point since World War n, both 
blacks and whites are demanding 
tax relief measures. 

But the country is locked m a 
deep financial crisis which last 
year forced it to freeze its debt 


repayments, and financial analysts 
say Dn Plessis 1ms little - room for 
manoeuvre. 

The major problem causing int- 
ernational unease is the violent 
black reaction to white minority 
rule. More than 1 300 people have 
died in protests in the past two 
years. 

A police spokesman said two 
men were killed and another wou- 
nded when police opened fire with 
shotguns on a crowd petrol bom- 
bing vehicles in a township west of 

Johannesburg. 

Against such a background of 
violence, international confidence 
in toe country has been seriously 
undermined and its currency, tin: 
rand, has plunged to record lows. 

However, speculation in toe 
local press is that Du Plessis is 
expected to attempt to appease 
toe man m the street with slight tax 
cats bat will leave company taxes 
largely unchanged. 


India hunts criminals after jailbreak 


NEW DELHI (R) — A massive 
police manhunt Monday failed to 
track down internationally- 
wanted cri minal Charles Sobhraj 
who waited to freedom Sunday 
past drugged guards in a top- 
security jail. 

More, than 24 hours after toe 
jailbreak by Sobhraj and sue com- 
panions, armed policemen sto- 
pped cars and searched cyclists on 
toe streets. A police spokesman 
said raids oa several known hid- 
eouts had also yielded no trace of 
toe men. 

Sobhraj, toe Saigon -bora son 
of an Indian father and a 
French- Vietnamese mother, was 
once on Interpol's top-priority list 
and had been held in Indian jails 
since 1976. 

The subject of two international 
bestsellers, he has been charged 
by Indian and Thai police with 
several robbery-murders in which 
victims were first dragged, and 
was awaiting possible extradition 
to Thailand. 

Eight heavily-dragged guards at 
the maximum-security Tibar Jail, 
who were fed spiked birthday 
sweets by Sobhraj and two acc- 
omplices before Sunday’s escape, 
were under arrest in a city hos- 
pital. 

The guards were bound, gagged 
with surgical tape and locked into 
a prison office after they ate swe- 
ets brought by two men who said 


they wanted to celebrate a bir- 
thday. 

Sobhraj 44, and bis companions 
drove away in a waiting sedan, 
past other unsusp ecting guards in 
a nearby watch tower. 

In parliament, an embarrassed 
government was charged by angry 
opposition MPs with failing to 
main tain law and order. -Minister 
of State for Home Affairs Ram 
Niwas Mirdha told the house an 
official inquiry had been set up 
and Interpol alerted. 

Mr. Mirdha said more details of 
the escape would be known after 
the prison guards were int- 
errogated. 

A senior police official said pol- 
ice were watching airports, bus 
and railway stations and land fro- 
ntiers. 

He said one of toe dragged gua- 
rds raised an alarm 45 minutes 
after the jailbreak and added it 
was likely Sobhraj had dipped 
into neighbouring Haryana state 
from the prison in west Delhi. - 

No stranger to prison escapes, 
Sobhraj dad only in addressing 
gown vanished from a Delhi pri- 
son hospital in 1971, after his arr- 
est over charges relating to a jew- 
ellery shop hold-up.'. 

He was arrested again in 1976 
and charged with dragging 22 
French tourists in Agra, site of the 
Taj Mahal. He was later convicted 
and sentenced to five years. 


Two murder convictions against 
him by Indian courts were ove- 
rturned on appeal, but other theft^ 
forgery and robbery convictions, 
and pending extradition pro- 
ceedings kept him in jail. 

Three months ago a Delhi court 
cleared the way for toe ext- 
radition. saying it was satisfied 
there was evidence linkin g Sob- 
hraj with a 1975 murder and att- 
empted murder in Thailand. 

Sundays escape also torew ^i 

Delhi’s Lieutenant-Governor 
HL. Kapoor, who sacked four 
prison officials last December in 
connection with drug-peddling 
charges, told reporters there was 
apparent complicity between 
Sobhraj and prison guards. 

It was the second time Sobhraj 
had embarrassed Tihar Jail off- 
icials. In 1981 toe prison's sup- 
erintendent was fired when it was 
revealed he had allowed an Ame- 
rican woman, Shireen Walker, to 
mate lengthy visits to Sobhraj 
against prison rales. 

Jail officials said the sprawling 
prison, designed to" hold only 
1 20 0 inmates, was bursting with 
more than twice the number. 

In 1980 the supreme court ord- 
ered an inquiry into prison con- 
ditions after hearing an appeal 
from a convict who said officials 
were routinely bribed for petty 
favours. 


13 saved from collapsed Singapore hotel 


SINGAPORE (R) — Rescue 
workers clapped and cheered 
Monday as another survivor wal- 
ked away from a collapsed Sin- 
gapore hotel where he had been 
trapped for two days. 

He and another man saved 
Monday brought to 13 toe number 
of survivors but police think 40 
people are buried in the rabble of 
the New World Hotel and know 
that some are still alive. 

Eleven' people are known to 
have been killed. 

Spurred by toe sound of voices, 
foreign and Singaporean mining 
engineers burrowed rescue tun- 
nels into tons of rabble reeking 
with petrol fumes from damaged 
cars in the hotel basement. 


Early this afternoon they freed 
two Chinese bank officials. One 
managed to Hmp to waiting doc- 
tors. dapped and cheered by toe 
hundreds of rescue workers. 

The bank was on the ground 
floor of the hotel but was pushed 
below ground by the force of the 
collapse. Rescuers said they pas- 
sed some bodies as they forced 
their way lower down towards the 
basement where three people 
awaited rescue. 

One British engineer, who dec- 
lined to be named, said he pen- 
etrated to within one metre of the 
three and spoke to a woman. 

“She sounds chirpy ” he said . “1 
heard two other people." 

Doctors said they had a good 
chance of surviving if they were 


not seriously injured. 

Rescue workers plan to cut a 
small hole through toe wall to ins- 
ert a camera to assess their con- 
dition and how to approach them. 

“We are working under the 
dangerous possibility that tire 
whole tiling could collapse," army 
doctor Lim Meng Kin told Reu- 
ters. 

“We are racing against tune.’’ 
Director of Rescue Operations 
Lim Siam Kim told journalists. 

Huge plastic sheets were laid 
over toe rubble as light rain fell 
late Monday night. 

Engineers expressed concern 
that additional water on toe site 
could cause large concrete slabs to 
settle and threaten the tunnels 
below. 


Sihanouk suggests new government 


PEKING (R) — Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk said Monday his three- 
party anti-Vietnamese coalition 
was ready to form a government 
with the Heng Samrin adm- 
inistration if Hanoi began a troop 
withdrawal from Kampuchea. 

Prince Sihanouk said in a sta- 
tement his coalition and Hanoi 
should discuss a staged withdrawal 
of Vietnamese forces, and other 
countries could join talks fora pol- 
itical solution. 

The statement, following a 
three-day meeting of the U.N.- 
recognised coalition's leaders, cal- 
led for U.N. supervision of the 
troop withdrawal, a ceasefire, and 
elections. 

Prince Sihanouk said a four- 
party coalition with himself as pre- 
sident and Son Sarrn remaining 
premier should be formed in a spi- 


rit of national reconciliation. 

A joint statement issued by the 
three leaders expressed great sat- 
isfaction at toe dry season militaiy 
campaign against Vietnamese for- 
ces and accused them of genocide. 

Prince Sihanouk's coalition 
groups his forces, supporters of 
Son Sann, and toe Khmer Rouge 
— widely accused of kflfing vast 
numbers of Kampucheans during 
its rale from 1975 to 1978. It is 
battling to oust the Hanoi-backed 
Heng Samrin government which 
replaced toe Khmer Rouge. 

Diplomats said it would be dif- 
ficult for Hanoi to reject out of 
band toe Sihanouk proposals, 
which called for a two-phase wit- 
hdrawal of Vietnamese forces, 
wife, a ceasefire once this was agr- 
eed. 

After tiie first phase of toe wit- 


hdrawal, Heng Samrin's faction 
would negotiate with Prince Sih- 
anouk’s coalition to form a four- 
party government that would hold 
free elections. 

United Nations observers 
would supervise the ceasefire, the 
Vietnamese withdrawal and the 
elections and Sihanouk said an 
independent and united Kam- 
puchea would be willing to sign a 
non-aggression treaty with Vie- 
tnam. 

Prince Sihanouk left hospital 
last week after a 10 -day check-up 
in Peking. His office said Monday 
he was in a satisfactory condition. 

Diplomats noted that toe coa- 
lition leaders met in Peking during 
a visit by Soviet First Deputy 
Prime Minister Ivan Arkhipov, 
who arrived on Saturday for 10 
days of trade talks . 


Marines taught how to avoid attacks overseas 


WASHINGTON (AP) — For 
nearly two years now, from basic 
t raining to the command and s taff 
college, U.S. Marines have been 
studying the danger signals of pot- 
ential terrorist attacks. 

Working under the motto 
“conqjlacency kills.’’ the, corps 
recently expanded its terrorism 
education programme to include a 
special correspondence course, 
for which more than 5,200 Mar- 
ines have signed 19 . 

The Marine Corps is hardly 
alone in emphasising toe dangers 
of terrorism. The army, air force 
and navy also have increased their 
instructional efforts and issued 
new directives governing such 
things as how servicemen should 
travel overseas. 

The State Department also req- 
uires its diplomats heading ove- 
rseas to attend special seminars on 
“coping with violence abroad.” 

But the Marine Corps’ effort is 
grounded on particularly rough 
experience. Toe Oct 23, 1983, 


bombing of a Marine barracks in 
Beirut, Lebanon, stfll staods as toe 
most devastating terrorist attack 
ever launched against the U.S. 
military with 241 dead. 

And over and beyond combat 
zone deployments , U 5 . embassies 
worldwide are guarded by Mar- 
ines. Four of diem were gunned 
down last June 19 while sitting at a 
sidewalk cafe in San Salvador. 

According to one of tiie ins- 
tructional manuals, those four 
Marines were approached shortly 
before the attack by a man “who 
engage d them m a short con- 
versation and then left.” 

“Witnesses reported that this 
man observed the Marines for a 
few more minutes froma distance. 
Tea minutes later, terrorists pol- 
led up in a pickup track, jumped 
out right in front of toe Marines' 
table and started firing automatic 
weapons.” 

The lesson — “even randomly 
selected targets are usually wat- 


ched briefly before the incident 
occurs. Gountersurvefllance is 
simply constant vigilance.” 

Ine courses being taught by toe 
Marine Corps, first begun in 1 984, 
preach a conclusion that officers 
concede is a regrettable sign of toe 
times: Vigilance m eans forgetting 
the American lifestyle. 

“Avoid riding elevators. Avoid 
using public transportation . Avoid 
showing off material wealth. 
Drive an inconspicuous vehicle, 
[vary where you park. Don’t place 
your family name oa your car or 
home. Maintain an unlisted phone, 
number. Do not stay in hotel 
rooms located on the first floor. 
Do not accept unsolicited pac- 
kages. Never open doors to uns- 
cheduled repairmen.” 

“No person is immune to tiie 
threat,” one training manual sta- 
tes. “Studies have shown that by 
simply avoiding routines and var- 
ying when, where and how you do 
daily tasks, you redooe your cha- 


nces of beco ming a victim by 65 
per cent.” 

“The objectives of the effort are 
to have every Marine thoroughly 
aware of the threat and to provide 
realistic and complete t raining and 
education, while also providing 
commanders with accurate 'int- 
elligence concerning terro ris t act- 
ivities” says Lt Col. JohnM. Sho- 
twell, a Marine spokesman. 

The corps also has improved ■ 
physical security at its bases. it 
also has increased the size of toe 
1 Marine Corps Militaiy Police and 
acquired additional teams of dogs 
to sniff out explosives, ShotweU 
says. 

Buf he adds that the most imp- 
ortant part of toe effort is to teach 

Marines they are no longer safe- 
overseas, no matter where they 
are. 

“The attitude, ‘it wfll never 
happen to me,’ increases the pot- 
ential of beco ming a targets the 
manuals jay. 


Drug smugglers may 
get death sentence 

inUAE 

ABU DHABI (R) — Chug smu- 
ggling in toe United Arab Em- 
rates (UAE) will cany the death 


aw to take effect soon, justice 
sources said. The anti-narcotics 
law, under discussion for several 
years, has been ratified by the pre- 
sident. Sheikh Zaid Ibn Sulta n A1 
Naha yan and wfll come into force 
one month after publication in the 
official rqpster, expected soon. It 
aims at stamping out what officials 
say is a growing transit drug trade ■ 
from Pakistan and India through 
the UAE. especially Dubai. The 
law provides a maximum death 
sentence if the smuggling involves 
an organised gang, or u a UAE 

customs officer or policeman is kfl- 

led trying to make an arrest, the 
sources said. It also imposes up to 
life imprisonment for drug use. 
w hich officials say is on the rise 
among UAE residents. Dubai pol- 
ice recently seized 25 tonnes of 
hashish in what they said was tire 
bi gges t drugs haul in the Gulf. The 

maximum current penalty for drug 

smuggling is five years imp- 
risonment with a fine and dep- 
ortation after tire prison term. 
Fflf-h of the seven UAE emirates 
up to now have had their, own 
codes. 

Ministers to discuss 
drug abuse 

LONDON (R) — Health Min : 
isters from all over the world gat- 
her in London Tuesday for their 
first-ever meeting on how to coo- 
rdinate global action against the 
growing abuse of drugs ranging 
from tobacco to narcotics. Thirty 
countries, including the Soviet 
Union and the United States, wfll 
attend toe three-day conference 
held under toe auspices of the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO). The conference aims to 
raise awareness about the range 
and severity off drug-related hea- 
lth problems and to initiate int- 
ernational cooperation to reduce 
social and public health problems 
related to drug abuse. Drug abuse 
has become a major threat to 
world health despite the existence - 
of a series of international pro- 
tocols and treaties to curb the sup- 
plies of addictive substances. Exp- 
erts attribute this to the relative 
failure of the international com- 
munity and national authorities to 
find effective methods of cur- 
tailing the spread of drag abuse. 
The conference wfll deal with the 
consumption of tobacco, alcohol, 
narcotics and prescription drugs. 
Ministers will formulate proposals 
and forward them the United Nat- 
ions health bodies for con- 
sideration. 

Woody Allen, Geldof 
and Spielberg 
honoured 

LONDON (R) — US. film- 
maker Steven Spielberg, producer 
and director of such films as E.T. 
and Raiders of the Lost Ark, was 
awarded an Oscar for his film- 
making by toe British Academy of 
Film and Television Arts. Spi- 
elberg was given a fellowship of 
the academy. The award was a 
boost to tiie morale of toe Ame- 
rican producer who has failed to 
pick up any Hollywood Oscars. 
Spielberg joins top film makers 
such as Alfred Hitchcock, David 
Lean and Sir Richard Att- 
enborough who have also been 
awarded toe fellowship in the past 
The British academy also awarded 
Irish singer Bob Geldof an Oscar 
for originality in television for the 
Live Aid Rode Concert, which rai- 
sed millions of dollars for African 
famine relief last year. The best 
film award went to American 
Woody Allen for the Purple Rose 
of Cairo, which also won the 
awaid for Best Original Scr- 
eenplay. “ ... 

Israeli army bans 
women hitchhikers 

TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli 
army Monday banned night-time 
hitchhiking by women soldiers 
after a 20-year-old West German 
woman was shot and left for dead 
on a desert road. The case of Mir- 
iam Studker, from Hamburg, was 
the latest in a series of attacks an 
hitchhikers. Since 1979, a dozen 
Israeli soldiers have been killed 
while hitchhiking. S tucker, who 
came to Israel to work on a kJb- - 
butz collective settlement, was toe 
first foreign victim. She was unc- 
onscious and in critical condition 
m hospital. .The incident aroused, 
much [publicity, and tire army, res- 
ponding to parents’ anxiety, said it 
would court-martial any woman 
soldier who defied its baxL-IsraeTs 
anny has long travelled on' its 
thumb. Newspaper adv- 
ertisements urge readers hr give 
soldiers a lift. 











